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FADE IN:

INT. MICHAEL’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

The latest copy of Variety and Hollywood Reporter sits on the 
coffee table.

MICHAEL ALBERT, 22, black, sits on the couch, marking ads in 
a Backstage magazine.  RUSTLING THE PAPER, he goes through 
the pages. He’s dressed in a three-piece suit, all business.

BEAUTY (AKA ROSABELLA) ALBERT, black, Michael’s mother, 40s, 
enters from the kitchen, dressed for business, holds a coffee 
mug in one hand and a travel coffee mug in the other.

GRANDAD (AKA CHRISTOPHER) ALBERT, Rosabella’s father, black, 
60s+, enters, stands sipping from his coffee cup.

BEAUTY
Michael, I poured you a cup.

Beauty walks over, sets the coffee mug on the coffee table in 
front of Michael.  She sips from her travel mug.

MICHAEL
Thanks, mom. Where’s Mark?

Michael picks us a stack of head-shots sitting on the table.  
Spots a head-shot of JENNIFER JUST, female, 20s, black. Phone 
rings. Michael answers.

BEAUTY
Your brother is on set already. 
Daddy? What'ya doing up so early? 

MICHAEL
Good morning, grandad. Albert 
residence.

GRANDAD
Woke up, made coffee. Come in the 
kitchen and have some.

BEAUTY
Can’t take long, I’m in a hurry to 
get to the set.

Grandad and Beauty walk into the kitchen.
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INT. CHRISTIAN PRODUCTIONS - CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

LAWRENCE DONALD CHRISTIAN, 40s, black, wears a black fedora, 
black top coat over his shoulders, stands in the front of the 
room.  Lawrence looks out across the room at crowd: TERRELL, 
20s, and his male posse, 20s: BAAKE, (pronounced bake); 
ANIMAL; JACK; BUTCH; FOX; MARTIN.

KERRI, female, 20s; and her female Brat Pack, 20s: SOPHIA, 
pigtails, no makeup; MADISON; CHLOE; SUSIE, dresses like punk 
rocker, long red fake dreadlocks, headdress, multi-color knee-
high socks. The producers: KATE, 40s, white; KELLY, male, 
white, 50s; VERNON, black, 30s. 

LAWRENCE
Okay, people. Quiet. This project 
is off to a rocky start. I’m 
missing crew, and it doesn’t fly in 
our productions. Our motto is, 
shape up or ship out. Terrell, 
what’s happening with the crew?

TERRELL
Everybody here has signed up and 
signed the confidentiality sheets. 
So that’s a go. I don’t know why 
this isn’t working.

LAWRENCE
What do you mean you don't know? 
It's your job to know!

TERRELL
It won’t happen again. I'll make 
sure that everyone get's the 
message. Vernon tell him the rest.

VERNON
Word on the street is that five 
indie production companies are 
trying to squeeze you out of 
Hollywood. They’re tired of 
Christian Films being nominated and 
winning at the festivals.

Kate waves her hand.

LAWRENCE
Kate, what do you have?

KATE
Shady Studios is gunning for you. 
Rumor is, he got a hold of some of 
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our confidential stuff, including a 
copy of the In Da Cut script.

LAWRENCE
Baake, how’d that happen?

Baake shrugs his shoulders.

BAAKE
There must have been somebody here 
that must have given it to him.

LAWRENCE
Kelly, you’re the producer in 
charge of controlling scripts. What 
the heck is going on?

KELLY
I believe we have a spy, a traitor. 
That’s why I’m only letting cast 
and crew have pages needed for a 
day’s shoot or lines for cast. If 
Shady gets any, it’ll just be a 
portion. Only you and I know the 
ending. That’s locked up tight.

BAAKE
Yeah, Don. What is the ending?

LAWRENCE
You ask me bout that again, it’s 
gonna be me and you!

BUTCH
Is it a happy ending?

KERRI
Bad time to ask for some more make 
up, white naps, some brushes?

VERNON
That X-rated snake over at Yum-Yum 
Productions has been grabbing all 
the locations we’ve been 
negotiating for. Somebody’s tipping 
the chumpette off.

LAWRENCE
Baake, what are you doing to help 
Terrell get crew?

BAAKE
Can't get a crew. End up training 
em for a whole year and they steal 
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em. Don't know what to do. Terrell 
and I been beating the bushes.

TERRELL
Every day.

JACK
Crew isn't the only thing getting 
jacked. Property locker got raided 
last night. I’m missing some 
military wardrobe. I need PAs, like 
Susie, on lock-up.

LAWRENCE
Animal! What are you doing?

ANIMAL
I ordered a new set of lights. The 
others were getting kind of dull.

LAWRENCE
Animal you take Fox. Now you’re 
helping Baake with locations.

MARTIN
Sir, we're doing the best we can. 
We have everything locked down.

LAWRENCE
SO, Martin. You mean you're doing 
the best job you can? Right now, 
it's not on target. But YOU believe 
YOU are doing the best job you can?

SUSIE
Why don't you hire some blokes or 
birds from the UK? That way you can 
rely on them.

LAWRENCE
Good thinking, Susie PA! Fly them 
in? Ask them to work for free. Is 
that what you’re saying?

JACK
Maybe we can hire some MORE 
experienced PAs? Ha, ha.

Lawrence looks at Susie, nods his head.

LAWRENCE
And you can pay for them, Jack. I’m 
through with all these questions. 
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Let's get this production where it 
needs to be. Meeting adjourned.

Sophia raises her hand.

SOPHIA
Don!

LAWRENCE
Sophia, what does the hair 
department have to say bout that?

SOPHIA
I, Chloe and Madison was recruited 
by Yum-Yum, Shady and the Horror 
House, too. Wasn’t we, Chloe?

CHLOE
Yeah. Yum-Yum said she loved my 
costumes and says I’d fit in there 
cause I’m so hot and all. And 
Caliente Desnudo Films wants me 
bad. Huh, Madison?

MADISON
Yea-ah! They want us bad, Onna 
count we so talented. I’m only 
craft services but I know how ta 
stretch a budget, don’t I, Don?

LAWRENCE
Yes. What about a director of 
photography? Anybody heard from my 
nephew, Michael, since he graduated 
from film school? We could use him.

Lawrence looks around the room. Everybody shakes their head.

LAWRENCE (CONT’D)
Terrell, you and Animal call him 
right after and dog him. His mamma 
and I want him working here ASAP.

Lawrence looks around. Silence. He scowls at them.

LAWRENCE (CONT’D)
YOU ALL GET CRACKING! I WANT MY 
FIRST SHOT UP PDQ!

Everybody scrambles out of the room, leaving Lawrence to 
watch after them, shaking his head.
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EXT. CHRISTIAN PRODUCTIONS - LOCATION ONE - DAY

Lawrence, black fedora hat, black overcoat draped over his 
shoulders, walks to a director’s chair, looking over a 
script, In Da Cut, while he is on the phone with Michael.

A coat rack stands behind the director’s chair. Back of 

director chair logo: Lawrence DONald Christian.  Terrell 
works as 1 AD, wrangling crew and equipment set-up.

LAWRENCE
Michael?

MICHAEL
Yep. How ya doing, Uncle Lawrence?

LAWRENCE
Michael, I can’t tell you how proud 
I am of you and what you did with 
the In Da Cut boys.

MICHAEL
Just kinda happened. When I was 
home for summer vacation, I started 
taping them working for you. Baake 
thought we could make Internet 
Webisodes about their life.

LAWRENCE
But you shot it, edited it, 
streamed it online. It went viral, 
and then you came up with this 
great script based on that.

MICHAEL
Every production house in Hollywood 
wants that script.

LAWRENCE
I’m proud you let your mamma and me 
shoot it. We’re expecting big 
things from it.

MICHAEL
They’re still hounding me. I have 
interviews lined up.

Lawrence cups the phone receiver to block sound.

LAWRENCE
TERRELL!
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Terrell runs over, takes the coat off of Lawrence’s 
shoulders, hangs it on the coat rack.

TERRELL
On or off.

LAWRENCE
Off.

Terrell takes the hat and hangs it on the coat rack.

LAWRENCE (CONT’D)
Your mamma up? She have the head 
shots? She left yet? We need the 
updated call sheets and breakdowns.

Michael checks out the head-shot of Jennifer Just.

MICHAEL
Whoa! Sizzlin’!

LAWRENCE
What?

MICHAEL
Yeah. The head shots are fine. I 
mean they’re here.

LAWRENCE
Ha, ha. You saw new girl Jennifer?

MICHAEL
Oh, yeah. Hot! And black.

LAWRENCE
Why don’t you come and work for me 
and your mamma? You’d be able to 
meet her. Tell your mom we need the 
reports ASAP, if not sooner, okay?

MICHAEL
I will, Uncle Lawrence. I wanna 
work for a big studio. Be somebody.

LAWRENCE
Your mamma is somebody.

MICHAEL
Thanks. You and mamma run a studio 
too small for me.

LAWRENCE
The offer is open. Bye.

CONTINUED:
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Lawrence cuts the phone conversation. Redials, calls Shady.

INT. SHADY STUDIOS - OFFICE - DAY

Big office space. Successful studio digs.  Logo shows a Cedar 
of Lebanon tree casting a big shade over the studio title 
“Shady Studios.”  MISTER SLIM SHADY, Middle-eastern, 40s+, 
suit, sits in a chair, looking over a script.

SHADOW FIGURE (Baake) sits opposite Shady. Wears a green-grey 
army winter coat, sunglasses, army looking visor cap, black 
leather gloves, scarf.  Phone rings. Mister Shady answers.

MISTER SHADY
Shady Studios.

LAWRENCE
Hey, Slim. How ya doing? Not still 
mad at me cause I beat you at the 
last film festival, are you?

Mister Shady makes a face, shakes his fist.  Calms down, 
fakes a smile.

MISTER SHADY
Uh-huh. You won fair and square. 
Your corny wholesome crap won over 
my triple R-rated babes.

Mister Shady makes another face, drums his fingers.

LAWRENCE
My nephew is gonna show up for a 
job. Please don’t hire him. His 
momma wants him to work with us.

MISTER SHADY
This gonna cover my debt I owe ya?

LAWRENCE
That’s a lot of seed money I loaned 
you. I could use it for my current 
production. You have it?

Mister Shady smiles, chuckles, nods his head.

MISTER SHADY
No. All tied up in my next Boston 
Babes Bash film. Let me off the 
hook, I won’t hire your nephew.

LAWRENCE
Ya gonna help me?
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MISTER SHADY
Yeah, yeah. Kid worth it?

LAWRENCE
He’s family. That’s important.

MISTER SHADY
Okay, you sap. I won’t hire him.

Mister Shady hangs up the phone.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
Guess who that was?

Shadow Figure shrugs shoulders.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
Don C. Asking me for a favor. Me. 
We’re done. Scram.

Shadow Figure stands, leaves.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
CHAD!

CHAD, office assistant, white, 30s, sycophant, suit, enters.  
Carries a notebook and pen, ready to write.

CHAD
Yes, Mister Shady.

MISTER SHADY
Keep an eye out for Lawrence 
Christian’s nephew. Remember him 
from the film festival?

CHAD
Yeah. What about him?

MISTER SHADY
He’ll be here looking for a job. I 
want to hire him.

CHAD
What ya want that punk for?

MISTER SHADY
Get even with the Don C.

CHAD
You gonna tangle with the Don?

MISTER SHADY
Yeah. Don’t get mad, get even.

CONTINUED:
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Mister Shady waves Chad away.  Chad leaves.

INT. MICHAEL’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Beauty and Grandad walk to the kitchen.

BEAUTY
Fresh, tasty coffee, daddy.

Michael holds the head-shot of Jennifer, studies it, smiles.

GRANDAD
Hot and black, the way I like my 
women.

Insert: head-shot of Jennifer.

MICHAEL
Oh, yeah!

Michael’s cell-phone sits on top of the Variety magazine.  
Phone rings several times before Michael picks it up.  

BEAUTY
Christopher Albert! You’re my 
daddy, but ya better watch your 
tongue. I’ll switch you like 
grandma did!

GRANDAD
Sorry, Beauty. I’m feeling mighty 
fresh this morning.

BEAUTY
Wonderful!

They enter the kitchen. Michael gets the phone.

MICHAEL
Michael Albert here.

TERRELL
Yo, homes. What up?

MICHAEL
Hey, Terrell. Hanging out. Looking 
at ads for a job.

TERRELL
Hanging out? What kinda talk is 
that for my homeboy. You done got 
too educated, bro. Say, ‘I’m 
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chillin’ in da cut,’ dawg. You 
ain’t ghetto nuf.

MICHAEL
... I’m ghetto. I mean ... Why you 
callin so early? Thought you’d be 
on location. Mom said you all had a 
shoot this morning.

TERRELL
We do. I’m at it. Doing first A D. 
Ain’t why I called.

MICHAEL
Called to congratulate me on 
getting my bachelor’s degree in 
film, right?

TERRELL
No, it ain’t. Congrats. Your Uncle 
is going to the after party at the 
film festival tonight. His friends 
and enemies is gonna be there.

MICHAEL
Frenemies, huh?

TERRELL
Me and my posse is gonna take you 
and hook you up. Gonna put you 
through Playa Boot Camp.

MICHAEL
What?

TERRELL
Teach ya how ta dress, talk, walk. 
Set you up wit three of our girls. 
Show you how to get down.

MICHAEL
Don’t be trash-talking.

TERRELL
Dese women is fine. We got em from 
cradle to grave.

MICHAEL
Really?

TERRELL
Yeah, Lawrence is working all of my 
in da cut boyz. Since he took us 
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off da streets, we been learning 
from a to z. Apple box to zero cut.

MICHAEL
Listen to you. Spike Lee and We Cut 
Heads. Do the right thing and lemme 
talk to Animal.

Michael kisses Jennifer’s head-shot, sets it down, looks 
through the ads.

ANIMAL
Yo, Mikey. Ya chillin’ in da cut? 
What'cha doing up so early? We 
starting your film this morning.

MICHAEL
Hey, Animal. No, I’m not chillin’ 
at home, but reading ads for a job.

ANIMAL
First shot’s up in a minute. Why 
don'tcha come work wit us. 
Christian Films is really fresh. We 
could use a new intern. Ha, ha. We 
can show ya da ropes, college boy. 

MICHAEL
Don’t worry. I’ll find my own job.

ANIMAL
What'cha mean readin’ ads. Nobody 
do that no more. Use Internet, join 
the twenty-first century, dude.

MICHAEL
I like the tactile feel of em. 
Circle the ads and study em.

ANIMAL
Tactile? Love it when you talk 
dirty!

LAWRENCE
HEY! I’M WAITIN’ TO SHOOT. WHERE’S 
MY SETUP?

ANIMAL
Gotta go. Your Uncle is ready for 
the first take n we ain’t. Gonna 
get schooled, bro. Holla.

MICHAEL
Later.
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Michael puts the phone on the table. He picks up Jennifer's 
head-shot, stands.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Hi, baby. Have we met before?

He holds her resume out, facing him.  Closes his eyes.

JENNIFER (V.O.)
No, we haven’t, BIG BOY! You wanna 
go out with me?

Michael kisses the head-shot.

BEAUTY
MORNING, SON!

Michael drops the head-shot, plops on the couch, picks up the 
Backstage, up-side down.  Grandad enters, drinks his coffee.

BEAUTY (CONT’D)
Don’t you look all business.

MICHAEL
Thanks. I’ve had three job 
interviews with this suit. Doesn’t 
seem to be working for me.

GRANDAD
You wanna look businesslike. Can’t 
be going out looking ghetto.

She sets the coffee cup on the end table near Michael.  
Notices the stack of head-shots.

BEAUTY
Been looking for those head-shots. 
What'cha doing, baby? I heard you 
rustling those papers. Why aren’t 
ya using the Internet?

Michael shrugs his shoulders.  She reaches down and turns the 
Backstage magazine right-side up.  Beauty looks at her watch.

BEAUTY (CONT’D)
Not even six-thirty. Early bird 
gets the worm.

MICHAEL
Mom, I’m a college graduate. Do ya 
hafta call me baby?
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BEAUTY
I know you’re a grown man, son. 
You’ll always be my baby, BIG BOY. 

Beauty picks up Jennifer’s head-shot, shows it to Michael.

BEAUTY (CONT’D)
Don’t suppose you’ve seen these? 
Jennifer Just is the one we hired 
for the female lead.

EXT. CHRISTIAN PRODUCTIONS - LOCATION ONE - DAY

Kerri does make-up on Jennifer, sitting in a chair.  Jennifer 
studies her script.

KERRI
Jen, I’m gonna use this blush to 
highlight your cheekbones.

Lawrence sits in a director’s chair, looking over a script, 
In Da Cut.  MARK, black, 20s, walks over.

JENNIFER
Thanks, Kerri.

MARK
Hey, girl. Can’t wait to do our 
scenes together.

JENNIFER
Well, Mark, if rehearsal is any 
indication, we’re gonna have fun.

MARK
That’s me, mister fun.

JENNIFER
Really?

MARK
Yep. More fun when I’m on a date 
with a Chica caliente like you.

Mark sings to her.

LAWRENCE
Mark let me talk to you about the 
next scene.

Mark walks over to Lawrence.
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In Da Cut Boyz (age 20s) crew the shoot: DANIEL SMITH-
COLEMAN, JAMIEL RINGOLD, RON MILLER, KEVIN MONTENEGRO, BRICE 
PATTERSON and JUSTIN PONDS.

JENNIFER
How long Mister Christian been 
running Christian Films?

Terrell works as 1 AD, wrangling crew and equipment set-up.  
Susie is 2 AD, wrangling background actors and action.  
Animal sets up lighting.

KERRI
Lawrence? The Don C? Since 2008. He 
and Beauty ran a theater in 
Hollywood before that.

JENNIFER
Ran a theater company?

KERRI
Yep. Beauty, that’s his sister, and 
Lawrence worked as extras since at 
least 1996. 

JENNIFER
Been there, done that.

KERRI
Produced their own play.

JENNIFER
They’re a hard-working, spiritual, 
creative team.

KERRI
Their first production, Oedipus and 
The Gospel at Colonus, was a huge 
success.

JENNIFER
Ambitious.

Kerri nods her head.

KERRI
That’s when they met Kate. She came 
to sing for the chorus on Gospel at 
Colonus. Now, she’s a producer. 

JENNIFER
What’s the deal with Beauty?
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KERRI
That? When she was born, her dad 
said, “what a beauty.” So they 
named her Rosabella. Beautiful 
Rose. Her daddy called her Beauty 
and so does everybody else.

Jennifer nods her head.

KERRI (CONT’D)
Lawrence. His mamma, Flora, got the 
Alzheimer's. Larry shot video about 
their family. He turned the footage 
into a documentary.

JENNIFER
That’s awful. My family struggled 
with that. It’s not fun watchin’ 
your loved one’s brain fade at the 
same time their body is whole.

INT. MICHAEL’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Michael sits on the couch.  Beauty stands across from him, by 
the coffee table. Grandad, by the entrance, drinks coffee 
from a mug, walks over to the couch.

MICHAEL
I have a couple interviews lined up 
tomorrow. Should be working soon.

Beauty puts the head-shot down, drinks from her travel mug, 
sets it on the table.  She leans over and picks up the 
Variety and Hollywood Reporter magazines.

BEAUTY
Backstage, Hollywood Reporter and 
Variety. You really are looking 
hard for a job, son. Proud a ya.

Beauty looks through the Variety magazine on the table. 
Grandad goes to the back pages of the Hollywood Reporter.

BEAUTY (CONT’D)
With a BFA degree you should find 
work.

GRANDAD
WE have a tradition of everybody 
doing their share, chipping in with 
expenses and such. "If a man will 
not work, he shall not eat."
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BEAUTY
Daddy!

MICHAEL
Second Thessalonians. I know 
grandad. It’s biblical. Before dad 
died, he made that clear.

Grandad opens back page of Hollywood Reporter, studies it.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Why is my brother playing a lead?

Grandad leans toward Michael, points to an ad on the page.

GRANDAD
Here’s one for a production 
assistant intern.

Beauty leans in toward Michael.

BEAUTY
You are a real man, son. You’re 
brother? Why are you so surprised? 
Mark’s a good actor.

Grandad hands the Hollywood Reporter to Michael.  He reads.

MICHAEL
It’s for unpaid intern. Can’t do 
that. I don’t think he’s much of an 
actor.

GRANDAD
Don’t be hating. Why don’t you go 
to work with your mamma and Uncle 
Lawrence? Show you the ropes.

Beauty picks up her travel mug, drinks.  Michael drinks his 
coffee.  They lock eyes.  She shrugs her shoulders.  He puts 
down his coffee cup.

MICHAEL
Good coffee, mom. Just the way I 
like my women. Hot n black.

GRANDAD
Right on, son.

Grandad and Michael bump fists and laugh.

BEAUTY
Watch your tongue. You too, daddy!

CONTINUED:
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MICHAEL
Your brother is my favorite uncle. 
I don’t want charity or nepotism. 
Unlike my brother.

BEAUTY
Charity begins at home! Gotta go.

MICHAEL
Terrell was just telling me.

BEAUTY
You talked to Terrell this morning?

MICHAEL
Yeah. Wants to take me to the 
party. You didn’t say anything 
about it.

BEAUTY
Sorry. Worked so hard on the 
script, I forgot.

Grandad goes back to the kitchen.

BEAUTY (CONT’D)
I gotta get to the set.

MICHAEL
Okay, mom.

He stands.  Beauty walks over, kisses him on the cheek.  
Michael looks at Jennifer’s head-shot, heads for kitchen.  
Beauty picks up her brief case, mug, goes out the front door.

EXT. CHRISTIAN PRODUCTIONS - LOCATION ONE - DAY

The cast and crew take lunch break.  Brat Pack gals at one or 
two adjacent tables. Crew posse at one or two tables.  
Producers (Vernon, Lawrence, Beauty, Kelly) sit together.  
Jennifer and Kerri sit together by themselves first.

KERRI
Got a hot date tonight.

JENNIFER
You’re my best friend and roommate, 
but I think all these men is 
getting outta hand. Too many, too 
often. People talking about what a 
loose woman you are.
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KERRI
They can mind their own business. 
Fast cars, fast men, fast life.

JENNIFER
You’re gonna get hurt, or worse.

KERRI
Don’t be lecturing me, you’re the 
one with HIV.

Before Jen can reply, Sophia, Madison, Susie, and Chloe come 
over to sit with them.

SOPHIA
Hey, ladies, can we join ya?

She sits. Brats sit with them.

JENNIFER
Hey, girl.

CHLOE
Jen, I haven’t seen anybody drop 
you off or pick you up. Have a 
boyfriend?

JENNIFER
What?

KERRI
No, she doesn’t.

SOPHIA
Girl that cute aughtta have a man 
on a short leash.

Beauty walks over, ready to join them.

SUSIE
You seen Michael? Lawrence’s 
nephew. He’s cute.

JENNIFER
No, I haven’t. Kerri?

KERRI
Oh yeah, he’s fine. Smart too. Just 
finished film school.

MADISON
Smart to hook up with a fella with 
potential instead of some flaky 
actor.

CONTINUED:
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Lawrence walks over, He and Beauty join the girls.

BEAUTY
Wonderful. That’s my boy ya'll 
talkin bout. I’m trying to get him 
to work with us.

LAWRENCE
We already hired his best friends. 
While he’s been studying about 
film, they’ve been making ‘em.

BEAUTY
That’s what I told him. Wants to do 
it on his own. Doesn’t realize half 
the people working in Hollywood are 
working ‘cause they know somebody.

KATE walks on set, carries Call Sheets. Has a laptop case 
over her shoulder. Kate walks over to Lawrence and Beauty.

KATE
Yo, partners. Have the call sheets. 
Wanna see the computer schedule or 
breakdown for this week?

She pats the laptop case.

KATE (CONT’D)
Right here. Hey, Beauty. How ya 
doin’? Where’s Vernon and Baake?

BEAUTY
Hey, Kate. Good to see ya. Vernon’s 
over there talking to Kelly. Baake 
went to get supplies.

Kate and Beauty hug.  Beauty takes the call sheets from Kate.  
Beauty brings her Two-Way Radio to her face, speaks into it.

BEAUTY (CONT’D)
HEY, TERRELL!

TERRELL
What'cha need, Beauty?

BEAUTY
Send me a PA to distribute call 
sheets after lunch.

TERRELL
Have Susie do it, okay?
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BEAUTY
Copy. Kate, give em to Susie.

Kate hands them to Susie.

KATE
Don, you want me to crew today?

LAWRENCE
No, thanks. I want you to work on 
promotional material for Mama and 
Me. Can you get the poster and 
other info onto IMDb today?

KATE
Yeah. I need to get back to the 
office, anyway. Man the phones n 
all. Beauty, what about Michael 
working with us? Put all that film 
education to good work.

LAWRENCE
Lord knows we could use him.

KERRI
We could use another cute boy. 
Wanna hook him up with Jennifer.

The girls laugh.  Kate shrugs, hands laptop case to Beauty.

KATE
See ya. Back to the salt mines.

LAWRENCE
HEY, KATE!

Kate turns toward Lawrence, walks his way.

KATE
Yes, Lawrence.

LAWRENCE
Frankee Razor set for tonight’s 
film festival after party?

KATE
Yep. Guest list and everything else 
set up. Have him signed up to do 
music for In Da Cut.

Lawrence puts his hand up for a high-five.  They high-five.  
Kate balls her fist for a fist-pound.
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LAWRENCE
My man!

Kate gives him “the look.”

LAWRENCE (CONT’D)
My woman!

They all laugh.  Kate walks off set.  Mark walks over. Sits 
next to Jennifer.

MARK
Hey, Jen. Hi all. Can’t wait to 
work the next scenes. I heard you 
talking bout my brother. He’s just 
a snot-nosed college kid. You need 
to be dating a real man, like me.

JENNIFER
Not in the habit of dating actors. 
Too many playas if you ask me.

All the girls smile and say “Un-huh”.

KERRI
And too much drama.

INT. MICHAEL’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Michael walks in.  Granddad rinses a glass in the sink.

MICHAEL
Grandad, how about I fix your 
coffee and whatever?

GRANDAD
I can do it.

MICHAEL
I know you can. I like helping. 
Mama taught me that. You did, too.

GRANDAD
A wise son brings joy to his 
father, a foolish son grief to his 
mother.

MICHAEL
Proverbs.

GRANDAD
Very good.
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Grandad walks to the table and sits.

GRANDAD (CONT’D)
How about some milk and sandwiches?

Michael gets milk, pours some for them both.  He sits at the 
table.  Grandad gets a loaf of bread and puts it on table.  

GRANDAD (CONT’D)
Your mother’s right, ya know!

MICHAEL
What?

Grandad walks to the refrigerator and pulls out butter and 
jars of jam and jelly. He gets a jar of peanut butter from a 
cupboard. He brings them to the table. They spread themselves 
peanut and jelly sandwiches, eat them and drink milk.

GRANDAD
Your uncle. Ya aughtta work for em.

MICHAEL
How come everybody wants to hook me 
up? I can hook-up my own life.

GRANDAD
Man’s a righteous dude. If you’re 
gonna stay under the roof here, 
you’re expected to put in your 
share. No free rides in life.

MICHAEL
Yeah. Yeah. I’m gonna get me a big 
job at a big studio and be a big 
man. Won’t be hanging around long.

INT. TERRELL’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Super: “Playa Boot Camp One: Dog Training.” Terrell walks in 
from the kitchen, carries a coffee pot and plate with cake.  
He puts them on the table beside cups and fixings already 
placed.  He’s dressed in baggy shorts and over-sized shirt.

Sitting around the room are his posse (Animal, Jack, Butch, 
Fox, Martin).  Terrell sits on the couch by Sophia. She’s in 
pig-tails and wears no make-up.  Michael bangs on the door, 
Terrell answers.  Michael enters.  Terrell shake his hand.

MICHAEL
Terrell. Boyz. How ya doing?

Sophia walks over to Michael, grabs him, kisses him hard.
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SOPHIA
Hi, I’m Sophia. Terrell uses me to 
train the nerdy ones.

TERRELL
Ready, homes? Me and the boys know 
the steps cause we been trained by 
others. Ya gonna join our little 
secret society of playas?

MICHAEL
Coffee and cake. How sweet. You’re 
so Oprah!

SOPHIA
You been watchin the Food Network? 
Cup Cake Wars?

Everybody laughs.  She sits, munches on the cake.

MICHAEL
Ready. I’ve looked like mister 
businessman on every interview and 
date for weeks. Hasn’t worked. So, 
I’m gonna try it your way.

JACK
In Hollywood, they want you to look 
cool. So, we gonna show you how to 
look, walk, and talk cool.

BUTCH
Conventional wisdom from da man.

FOX
Exactly. I know your pops is inta 
Oprah, Doctor Oz, and Cosmopolitan. 
We ain’t bout that.

MICHAEL
Always trying to set me straight. 
Has me on my P’s and Q’s.

MARTIN
Ya heard bout the three-date rule?

Sophia raises her hand, waves it around.

SOPHIA
I do! I do!
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ANIMAL
If the girls sleeps wit ya BEFORE 
the third date, she’s a -- you 
know, not so nice!

Sophia moves up close to Michael.

SOPHIA
Ain’t it the truth? And I’m gonna 
be your first date, big boy.

He pushes her away.

MICHAEL
Whoa. Not so fast.

TERRELL
He ain’t ready for that. Step one, 
we gotta teach him how to dress. 
Step two, how to talk. Take notes.

Michael pulls a pocket notebook and pen from a pocket. Sits 
attentively. Takes notes.

JACK
The kid is so socially challenged, 
we gotta mark him on a curve.

BUTCH
Let’s set him up with three of our 
girlfriends for trial runs. Sophia?

She nods enthusiastically.

MARTIN
Good.

FOX
Three. First date, first base. He 
has to get through the date.

BUTCH
I thought first base was making out 
or French kissing? For him it’s one 
date. Three hours?

ANIMAL
That’s long enough. Four. Second 
date, second base. Gets inside the 
house after the whole date.
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TERRELL
Real second Base is heavy petting 
and feeling up while making out, up 
the shirt, copping a feel.

Fox looks over to Sophia.  They both smile big.  She nods.

MARTIN
Too much for him. He don’t even 
hafta get lucky! Do I feel lucky? 
Well, do ya punk?

MICHAEL
Dirty Harry. Nineteen seventy-one.

FOX
Yeah! I gots to know.

BUTCH
Step five. Third base, third date. 
Homie gets a good-night kiss.

MICHAEL
That’s it?

JACK
Well, he can’t do no real contact 
with the main sexual regions.

ANIMAL
Yea, Nina. One good-night kiss. If 
you make it that far, then we gonna 
hook ya up with.... I don’t know. 
Halle Berry or somethin!

Terrell walks to the couch, gets the garment bag, takes it to 
open area, unzips it.

Terrell pulls out Snoop Dogg Blue Candy Pimp Kit: pair of 
blue rimmed sunglasses, bold blue T-shirt, blue track suit 
with zipper jacket, blue bling necklace, low-cut blue 
sneakers with white laces, blue socks, blue knit cap.

TERRELL
Here put these on.

Michael takes the clothes to the kitchen. Later... He comes 
back, all Snoop Dogg. Michael struts across living room.

MICHAEL
My family sell my clothes!

FOX
You styling, Dawg!
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JACK
Somthins missing.

Animal circles Michael. Stops, checks him up and down.  
Animal kneels, and ties shoelaces on one of the sneakers.

ANIMAL
Nice, kicks, man.

MICHAEL
Animal, we’re trying to work, here.

BUTCH
Six. A disguise. A mustache and 
goatee.

TERRELL
Yeah!

ANIMAL
Yeah!

JACK
Step seven. Talk gangsta. Show him 
and he can practice.

MARTIN
Yo, crackah you just gotta keep it 
real. Know what I’m sayin'.

MICHAEL
Yo, crackah you just gotta keep it 
real. Know what I’m sayin'.

FOX
De talk don' come easy man. It 
gotta flow out like buttah all warm 
and driipin off de cawn on de cob.

MICHAEL
Butta, butta. This stuff is butta. 
It's uh, it's uh, it's uh, it's all 
good, it's uh, jiggy baby.

FOX
What?

MICHAEL
Bowfinger, 1999. Never mind. De 
talk don' come easy man. It gotta 
flow out like buttah all warm and 
driipin off de cawn on de cob.

The boyz nod their heads: “Un-huh.” Terrell loosens his belt, 
creates sagging pants, with his underwear showing.
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TERRELL
Why you wanna be like us anyways?  
All we gots is butts hangin outta 
our pants. 

Michael creates sagging pants, with his underwear showing.

MICHAEL
Why you wanna be like us anyways?  
All we gots is butts hangin outta 
our pants.

Terrell walks awkwardly, holds his trousers up.

MARTIN
Dats why we alwayz grabbin it to 
make sho white foke like you ain't 
stoled it from us like everthang 
elze.

MICHAEL
Dats why we alwayz grabbin it to 
make sho white foke like you ain't 
stoled it from us like everthang 
elze.

FOX
Eight. How to walk. He gotta know 
some G-walk.

BUTCH
G-walk, the ole Gangsta Walking, 
Buckin, Buck Jump, Jookin, Rollin, 
Reading, Rapping, Choppin.

Animal shows a gangsta walk and dances around the room.

ANIMAL
Like this, homes. 

Animal spanks his own butt.

ANIMAL (CONT’D)
Gangsta spanksta. You try.

Michaels tries, looks awkward. The boyz laugh.

MICHAEL
I have an interview lined up at Yum-
Yum Productions and Shady Studios. 
How should I dress?

CONTINUED: (5)
In Da Cut - Biblical Films LLC 28.

6/6/2019 



JACK
Wear this Blue Candy Pimp Kit. You 
da bomb. Everybody think you cool.

ANIMAL
Won’t everybody know he’s the Don 
C’s nephew?

MICHAEL
Won’t I look too ghetto? Nobody 
will know my uncle is Lawrence at 
Christian Films. Don’t you think 
you should dress like me, instead 
of me dressing like you?

MARTIN
You kidding? Everybody know Don.

MICHAEL
What should I do?

TERRELL
Ain’t yo momma got make-up kit? Put 
on a mustache and goatee.

JACK
Un-huh. Show me some G-walk.

Michael trips around trying to G-walk. The boyz laugh.

FOX
Step nine. Practice.

MICHAEL
We hip, fresh, stylin, in da cut.

INT. YUM-YUM PRODUCTIONS - RECEPTIONIST AREA - DAY

Small office space. “Yum-Yum” logo where the top of the Ys 
are shaped like a heart - “Yum-Yum Productions.”  Poster of 
Girls Gone Crazee: Berkley Bolshevik Breasts video.  Miss 
CARESSA CRAZEE, white, 30s, sits at a desk.  CHIP, 
receptionist, white, 20s+, bare-chested, colorful bow-tie, 
tight pants, sits at a desk.

MALE ACTOR, 20s, buff, oiled up, speedos, and FEMALE ACTRESS, 
20s, bathrobe, thigh-highs and heels, walk out of the area.

CARESSA CRAZEE
Thanks, guys. Nice scene, lots of 
tongue. I like that.

Phone rings, Chip answers.  
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CHIP
Yum-Yum Productions. What yummy 
thing can we do for you?

LAWRENCE
Caressa, please.

CHIP
Hi, Mister Christian. This is her 
personal assistant, Chip.

LAWRENCE
Hey, Chip.  She available?

CHIP
Let me check, Mister Christian.

He puts the call on hold.

CHIP (CONT’D)
Caressa, I have Lawrence Christian 
here. Wants to talk to you?

Caressa nods her head. Chip hangs up.  Caressa presses the 
pickup button, answers phone.

CARESSA CRAZEE
Hey, Larry. How ya doing?

LAWRENCE
Have a favor to ask. My nephew, 
Michael Albert is looking for a 
job. I’m asking you to please not 
hire him.

CARESSA CRAZEE
What? You holding out on talent?

LAWRENCE
I want him to work with his mamma 
and me at Christian Films.

CARESSA CRAZEE
Couldn’t work at a better place. If 
he comes here, I’m gonna take him 
if I can. If you know what I mean.

LAWRENCE
His mamma would be embarrassed if 
he worked on Girls Gone Crazee.
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CARESSA CRAZEE
We’re the best adult company in 
town. Make me plenty of dough. Say 
hello to Beauty for me. Ciao, baby.

LAWRENCE
Don’t do it. Later allegator.

CARESSA CRAZEE
After while, crocodile.

INT. YUM-YUM PRODUCTIONS - HALLWAY - DAY

Chip pokes his head out of the rehearsal space door.  
Michael, Chloe,  APPLICANTS sit in chairs up against a wall 
in the hallway.  (Begin Logical day 2)

A poster covers the wall behind them: “Yum-Yum Productions 
presents Girls Gone Crazee adult video series.  The best 
breast in the business.  When you got ‘em, flaunt ‘em.  Our 
Crazee girls have the best breasts from sea to shining sea 
and we capture it all on tape for your pleasure.”

ACTRESSES and ACTORS walk through the hallway, scantily clad. 
Bare-chested men and ladies in robes or large towels barely 
covering their bodies.

Michael sits at the front of the line-up wearing his Blue 
Candy Pimp Kit. He wears a fake mustache and goatee.  The 
rest of the line-up consists of FEMALE ACTRESSES waiting for 
interview, dressed scantily.

CHIP
Who’s next? How bout you pimp-boy?

Michael stands, walks to the door and hands his resume to 
Chip.  He offers hand, they shake.

CHIP (CONT’D)
I’m Chip, very personal assistant 
to Caressa Crazee, studio owner.

Applicants all shift down one seat.  Michael waits for Chip.

CHIP (CONT’D)
After you, dog boy. Ruff, ruff.

INT. YUM-YUM PRODUCTIONS - REHEARSAL SPACE - DAY

Michael enters, Chip pats him on the butt with the paperwork.  
Michael sits in a bleacher seat in the front row of several 
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rows of seats in a small rehearsal room.  Caressa enters, 
Chip hands her Michael’s resume.

CHIP
Need any help, Miss Caressa?

She laughs.

CARESSA CRAZEE
Ha. You already had your casting 
couch, didn'tcha?

CHIP
Oh, yeah!

Caressa waves Chip off, sits next to him, reads Michael’s 
resume.

CARESSA CRAZEE
Decent resume, mister Albert. Great 
education. Bachelor of Fine Arts. U 
C L A. Other than student projects, 
you have no experience.

MICHAEL
You know the circle. Can’t get a 
job because you don’t have 
experience. Don’t have experience 
cause you don’t have a job.

CARESSA CRAZEE
We have an opening for an intern.

MICHAEL
I’ll take any job, even low pay.

CARESSA CRAZEE
It’s low alright. Nada, zero, 
zilch. Unpaid intern.

MICHAEL
The ad didn’t say it was unpaid.

CARESSA CRAZEE
I know. Hardly anybody shows up 
when we say that. This way, we 
always get somebody who’s 
desperate. Are you, Mister Albert?

Miss Crazee puts her hand on his thigh.

MICHAEL
I NEED a paying job.
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CARESSA CRAZEE
One way we pay our boys is you get 
to see all our Girls Gone Crazee 
breasts up close and personal. 
You’ll see more hotties in a week 
than you have ever seen in your 
life. You like breasts or thighs?

She puffs out her breasts.  He lifts her hand from his thigh.

CARESSA CRAZEE (CONT’D)
I like to use boys to shoot my 
girls, cause you guys know what 
other guys like to see. Maybe I can 
do something for you today.

She moves in for a kiss.  Michael jumps out of his seat.

CARESSA CRAZEE (CONT’D)
Nice reflexes. You strong? My boys 
hafta be strong, like Chip, to 
carry their heavy equipment. Know 
what I mean?

MICHAEL
Yes, ma'am.

CARESSA CRAZEE
Ma’am? Call me Caressa. Would you 
like to caress a Caressa? Ha, ha.

MICHAEL
Huh?

CARESSA CRAZEE
Take off your shirt. Lemme see if 
your muscles are big enough.

Michael strips his jacket off, down to his T-shirt.  Miss 
Crazee gets up, walks over and feels his muscles, slowly, 
caressing up and down his arm.

CARESSA CRAZEE (CONT’D)
Oh, nice.

She leans in and licks his ear.  He jumps, moves away.

CARESSA CRAZEE (CONT’D)
Take off your T-shirt. Let me see 
if your Pecs are strong. You’ll be 
surrounded by Crazee easy chicks 
all the time. We don’t call em 
girls gone Crazee for nothin.
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MICHAEL
Um ... Um.

He takes off his T-shirt.  Miss Crazee leans in, caresses his 
chest, licks a nipple.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Oh, Lord. I can’t do this.

He grabs his clothes, hustles out.  She shrugs her shoulders.

CARESSA CRAZEE
Want yer resume back? ... It’s not 
too crinkled.

Michael walks out.

CARESSA CRAZEE (CONT’D)
Guess not.

She throws his resume in a waste basket.

CARESSA CRAZEE (CONT’D)
Chip! Get me the next victim, 
please.

INT. YUM-YUM PRODUCTIONS - HALLWAY - DAY

Several APPLICANTS sit in chairs lined up against a wall.  
Chip peeks his head out through the door.  Miss Crazee stands 
behind him, looks over his shoulder.  Chip points to Chloe.

CHIP
Next. How bout you hot chick?

Chloe, stands, walks to the door.  Chip steps out into the 
hallway.  Miss Crazee holds out her open palm.  Chloe offers 
her resume to Miss Crazee.  Caressa looks Chloe up and down.

CARESSA CRAZEE
Don’t you look so Yum-Yum?

Chloe turns, smiles, follows Miss Crazee into the office.  
Applicants shift down one seat.  Chip follows them into the 
office.  Michael stands by elevator door and presses down 
button.

INT. RESTAURANT - NIGHT

Super: “First Base - Get through the date.”  Michael looks at 
his watch: 7:00, drinks from a glass of ice tea. WAITRESS 
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brings bottle of white wine to the table.  He wears his Pimp 
Kit, mustache and goatee.  PATRONS eat.

Sophia, first date, pig-tails, no makeup, looks younger than 
she is. She slugs down a glass of white wine.

WAITRESS
You have, ID miss?

MICHAEL
Yo, whazup, sista?

SOPHIA
Oh, thank you.

Sophia rummages through purse, pulls out one-at-a-time, and 
plops on the table: lacy bra, bustier, lacy panties, garter 
belt, thigh-high stockings. She looks up, smiles.

SOPHIA (CONT’D)
Can’t be too prepared.

Fishes out driver’s license.  Obviously fake.  Hands to 
Waitress.  Sophia slips $20 bill to Waitress with the ID.  
Waitress looks it over, smiles. Looks at ID. Looks at Sophia. 
Holds ID up, compares to Sophia - doesn’t even look like her.

WAITRESS
Hmm?

Sophia slips a $10 bill to Waitress.

WAITRESS (CONT’D)
Perfect likeness, miss.

WAITRESS brings meals for them. Tilapia and salad for 
Michael; meatloaf, mashed potatoes and salad for Sophia.

WAITRESS (CONT’D)
Often bring your little sister on a 
date for a meal, pimp-boy?

Michael ignores Waitress.

SOPHIA
Bring me another bottle of wine?

First date dips her bread into her meatloaf gravy, eats.  
Waitress brings opened bottle of wine for Sophia. 

WAITRESS
Here ya go, little girl.

Waitress leaves.
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MICHAEL
You like to read?

SOPHIA
Yea.

Michael cuts his tilapia, eats.  He looks at his watch: 7:30. 
Brief moment of silence.

MICHAEL
Any books you recommend?

SOPHIA
No.

More silence.  Waitress walks over to Michael and Sophia.

WAITRESS
Excuse me. You’re the famous guy?

MICHAEL
Well... I’m, I’m.

WAITRESS
The one that does the half-naked 
women all the time? Doing that 
nasty girls gone crazy. Could I 
have your autograph? I’m a big fan.

MICHAEL
Sorry, miss. I’m not who you think.

Waitress leaves.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
What kind of books you like? 
Romance, science-fiction, mystery?

SOPHIA
I dunno.

Silence...

MICHAEL
You like animals? I got my dog from 
a shelter.

SOPHIA
Shelter? You should run a loser 
shelter. Oops. Did I say that? 
Thought we were doing good until 
couple of minutes ago.
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MICHAEL
What? Before you knocked down four 
glasses of wine?

SOPHIA
Before you were rude and obnoxious?

Waitress walks over to Michael and Sophia.

WAITRESS
Aren’t you the guy? Snoopy, uh, 
Cat? Dog? Person? Don’t you do the 
“Busted” TV show where you catch 
college girls fooling around? 
You’re great! Want my head-shot?

She plops a head-shot on the table. Poses for Michael. Leans 
over pushes her breasts up close and personal.

MICHAEL
No, Ma’am. You’re mistaken.

WAITRESS
At least you’re nice enough to take 
your little sister on a date.

Waitress walks away.

MICHAEL
When you see a dog, you don’t try 
to make it into a cat. You see me 
as a teetotaller and you...

SOPHIA
Drinking booze is normal. I’m sorry 
you have an addictive personality 
and can’t handle it. I’m in 
control. You’re the most exhausting 
man I ever met. You’re eating 
tomato paste and bread for supper?

Michael squeezes lemon slice over his tilapia.

MICHAEL
It’s tilapia.

SOPHIA
Men eat red meat. I hope you find 
yourself the most anxious, haughty, 
hideous, shrimpy girl you can find. 
Cause that’s who your match is.

MICHAEL
You feel good when you talk trash?
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SOPHIA
Yep.

MICHAEL
Make you feel smart?

SOPHIA
Nope. I feel you have nothing 
better to do with your time than to 
scan Wikipedia. You’re smarter than 
me. I really don’t read. But I have 
a social life.

MICHAEL
This is becoming a situation.

SOPHIA
Wanna food fight?

MICHAEL
No.

SOPHIA
Wanna food fight? I totally do.

Waitress walks over to check on the meals.

WAITRESS
Everything okay here?

MICHAEL
No way, Jose.

Sophia picks up mashed potato on her fork, flings it at 
Michael.  He ducks, she laughs.  Misses him, hits Waitress.

SOPHIA
Outta here. Not sorry. I’m history.

Michael checks his watch: 7:45.  Sophia gets up, walks out.

WAITRESS
That went well. Little sister 
didn’t like Big Daddy?

MICHAEL
Nineteen ninety-two. PG13.

WAITRESS
You saw that? Don’t forget my head-
shot, big boy.

Pats him on the cheek, leaves. Michael looks around to see if 
anybody is watching. Of course, EVERY PATRON is watching.
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INT. SHADY STUDIOS - HALLWAY - DAY

APPLICANTS and Fox stand, lined up against a wall.  Michael 
stands in front, wears Blue Candy Pimp Kit, fake mustache and 
goatee.  Shadow Figure walks past Michael, glances his way, 
pulls the hat down a little, moves on.  Michael watches him.

Jennifer walks out of the office.  Chad follows.  She walks 
past Michael. Her head-shot falls out of her purse, keeps 
walking.  Michael picks it up, runs after her.

MICHAEL
Jen! Wait.

JENNIFER
Sir?

MICHAEL
Here. You dropped your head-shot. I 
know people who’d like to audition 
you. I can get you phone numbers.

JENNIFER
Thanks. That’s very sweet. 

CHAD
You next, ghetto-pimp-boy?

Michael turns, walks to the door and hands his resume to 
Chad.  Chad offers his hand to Michael. They shake hands.  
Chad looks at the resume, doesn’t recognize Michael.

CHAD (CONT’D)
Welcome, Mister Albert.

Applicants shift down.  Michael follows Chad through door.

INT. SHADY STUDIOS - OFFICE - DAY

Michael sits in a chair in a small space.  Across from him, 
Chad sits in a chair, reads his resume.

CHAD
That how they teach you to dress in 
college? Over-qualified, under-
dressed. Except for student 
projects, no real experience.

MICHAEL
I did lots on student projects. 
Lights, camera, sound, gofer.

In Da Cut - Biblical Films LLC 39.

6/6/2019 



CHAD
Too bad you’re not related to 
Mister Shady. We need an intern.

MICHAEL
I’ll take any job, even low pay.

CHAD
How low? Nothin’? Unpaid intern?

MICHAEL
Ad didn’t say it was unpaid.

CHAD
Paid slot went to the boss’ son.

MICHAEL
I GOTTA have a paying job.

Chad stands up, throws his hands up.  Michael walks out.

CHAD
Good luck, pimp-boy. Too bad your 
daddy’s not in the business.

He balls up Michael’s resume, goes for a lay-up, drops it in 
a waste basket, walks over to the door, peeks his head out.

CHAD (CONT’D)
WHO’S NEXT?

INT. SHADY STUDIOS - HALLWAY - DAY

APPLICANTS and Fox stand, lined up against a wall.

CHAD
Who’s next?

Michael turns and runs up to Chad.

MICHAEL
My uncle is Lawrence Christian.

CHAD
You don’t look like Don’s nephew.

MICHAEL
The Don. The Don. He’s no stinkin 
Don. Just an independent filmmaker. 
I’m wearing a disguise. Didn’t want 
people to hire me cause of him.
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CHAD
Just a filmmaker? Ha. Don knows how 
to put a film together. Wait here. 
Mister Shady will talk to you.

Chad walks into the office.

INT. SHADY STUDIOS - OFFICE - DAY

Chad enters. Mister Shady looks up.

CHAD
He’s here, sir?

Shady raises his hands, shrugs his shoulder.

CHAD (CONT’D)
That Michael Albert punk. In 
disguise. Doesn’t want people to 
know who he is.

MISTER SHADY
Good. We hire him and have him spy 
on his uncle’s studio.

CHAD
Smart. They just started some hot 
new comedy genre project.

MISTER SHADY
Yeah. In Da Cut. Industry is all a 
buzz bout it.

CHAD
Why don’t we get the little punk to 
get the script, business plan?

MISTER SHADY
You’re not as dumb as you look.

CHAD
Didn’t you used to be partners?

MISTER SHADY
We split. Creative differences. 
That stuck-up always thought he was 
better n me and his work was Devine 
and artistically given by God.

CHAD
They are called Christian Films.
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MISTER SHADY
That’s his name, idiot. Says my 
stuff was cursed and dealt too much 
with the dark side.

CHAD
We do produce triple R-rated stuff. 
A little more T n A, and we’d be 
all Bonnie Balls Boston instead of 
Boston Babes.

MISTER SHADY
What are you? My mamma? I get 
enough of that crap from Lawrence.

CHAD
Why don’t you use this punk to take 
down Christian Films?

MISTER SHADY
Exactly. Already have one spy and 
this one will seal the deal.

CHAD
You’re kiddin’?

MISTER SHADY
One of my boys is already working 
for Lawrence. He’s just not in the 
inner circle. Michael will be the 
fair-haired prodigal son.

CHAD
Cept the little rat will be working 
to take him down from the inside. 
You’re a genius, boss.

MISTER SHADY
Get the mole. Bring me a contract 
that’ll have the kid turn over any 
intellectual property that belongs 
to Christian Films. He signs, 
Christian Films is mine, lock, 
stock, and two smoking barrels.

CHAD
Nineteen ninety-eight, crime-
thriller.

MISTER SHADY
Shut up, smarty pants. Get em.

Chad exits... Comes back, brings Michael in.  Shady waves 
Chad off.  Stands, offers his hand.  He and Michael shake.

CONTINUED:
In Da Cut - Biblical Films LLC 42.

6/6/2019 



MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
Contract? Have a seat, young man.

Michael sits.  Chad leaves.  Across from him, Mister Shady 
reads Michael’s crumpled resume.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
You have good film training. Dime a 
dozen in this town. Your uncle, 
that’s a different story.

MICHAEL
I’d do most anything to get a job.

MISTER SHADY
Tell you what. Pretend to work for 
your uncle. But you really work for 
me. You get me good spy dope.

MICHAEL
Like let you know what my uncle is 
planning and shooting? Like that?

MISTER SHADY
Yeah. Like that. And you talk two 
of his people to come work for me.

MICHAEL
Why want them when you‘d have me?

MISTER SHADY
Nobody trains em better n The Don. 
He gets at-risk kids off the street 
and has them trained to be the 
sharpest crew I ever saw within a 
year. Reaches back into the 
community to lift a brother up.

MICHAEL
You pay me a salary while I’m 
getting paid by my uncle?

MISTER SHADY
Yep. Double dip.

MICHAEL
Kinda shady isn’t it, Mister Shady?

MISTER SHADY
Bee-you-tee-ful, huh?

Michael shrugs his shoulders.  Stands, walks to door.
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MICHAEL
That’s low. Don’t think I can.

Mister Shady stands, balls up Michael’s resume. Shoots it 
into the waste basket.

MISTER SHADY
You’ll be crying in your beer. “I 
coulda had class. I coulda been a 
contender. I coulda been somebody.”

MICHAEL
On the Waterfront, 1954. Okay.

Mister Shady nods his head.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Conditions.

MISTER SHADY
What conditions?

MICHAEL
You get me a job with a big studio.

MISTER SHADY
I have lots of friends at the 
biggies. Two of his best crew?

Michael nods.

MICHAEL
I scratch your back, you scratch 
mine. Deal?

MISTER SHADY
Deal with the Devil. CHAD!

Chad enters, hands a contract to Shady. He browses pages.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
Good job. Sign this.

Chad smiles big.

MICHAEL
What is it?

MISTER SHADY
Usual employee confidentiality 
agreement. Crap like that. Standard 
industry contract. Right, Chad?
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CHAD
Yes, sir. Signed one just like it.

MISTER SHADY
Play hard to get with your uncle. 
Make him think he roped you in.

Shady pushes the contract toward Michael. Michael leans over, 
casually flips pages, doesn’t bother to read. Signs and dates 
it. Pushes it back to Shady. Shady signs and dates it.  They 
stand, shake hands. Michael exits.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
Oh, lucky day. Whoda thunk it? 
Chad! Get me the next victim!

INT. SHADY STUDIOS - HALLWAY - DAY

Chad steps out through the office door. Michael walks out.

CHAD
Next victim!

NEXT APPLICANT, Fox, walks to the door and hands his resume 
to Chad.  Applicants shift down one in line.

INT. GOLDIE’S LOCKS BARBER SHOP - DAY

Michael sits in a Barber Chair, covered, face partially 
covered with a cloth.  GOLDIE, male, 30s, gives Michael a 
shave.  MOP-TOP, 30s, dances around.

GOLDIE
Hey, Mop-Top. Who ya think ya are, 
Gene Kelly?

Mop-Top stops, looks at his watch.

MOP-TOP
You mean Gregory Hines, don'tcha? 
Hey, Goldie. Time.

Goldie looks at the wall clock: 10:53.  Mop-Top dances.

GOLDIE
Lord! Thought I’d be done by 10:45.

MICHAEL
So what? You’re almost done.

MOP-TOP
You don’t understand.
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MICHAEL
What?

GOLDIE
The Don!

MICHAEL
Don?

MOP-TOP
Don C!

MICHAEL
I don’t understand.

GOLDIE
Every other Thursday, The Don C 
gets his hair cut at 11 o’clock.

MICHAEL
He’ll be here in a coupla minutes. 
So what?

MOP-TOP
You can’t be here. Nobody can.

MICHAEL
What’re you talking about?

GOLDIE
The Don’s a film producer. Comes 
here, talks production and 
development with his crew while I 
cut his hair.

MICHAEL
Big deal. I know the Don.

MOP-TOP
Don’t mean nothin. Place has to be 
empty. The Don doesn’t want anybody 
to hear his plans, ideas or scripts 
and steal em.

MICHAEL
You mean like on Melrose Avenue, 
Culver City, Riverside Drive, or 
Lankershim Boulevard?

GOLDIE
Yeah, them. They get their haircut 
here by appointment, same as him. 
The Don doesn’t want anybody here 
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when he’s here and he doesn’t wanna 
be here when they are.

Door opens.  Bell rings.  Terrell and Animal enter.  Terrell 
caries a black briefcase, walks down one side.  Animal walks 
down the other side.  They inspect the area.  Animal guards 
the front door.  Terrell walks over to Mop-top.

TERRELL
Who’s da chair?

MOP-TOP
Don’t know.

GOLDIE
Don’t know.

Terrell gets up close and personal to Goldie.

TERRELL
You mental? Tired of livin’?

GOLDIE
I... I.

Terrell puts his finger over Goldie’s mouth.

TERRELL
Tell Don C it ain’t clear.

Animal steps out through the door.... Steps back inside.

ANIMAL
Get ‘em outta here ASAP. 

Goldie pulls the towel off of Michael’s face....

GOLDIE
Git outta here, kid. No charge.

Goldie finishes removing the towel.

TERRELL
Michael! What'ya doing here?

MICHAEL
Terrell!  What'ya doing here?

TERRELL
Here wit da boss. Usual Thursday.

MICHAEL
My uncle.

GOLDIE
He is?

MICHAEL
My uncle?
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ANIMAL
Word.

MICHAEL
Lawrence Donald Christian, my 
uncle, producer, IS The Don C. He 
wants me outta here?

GOLDIE
That’s what we called him in 
school. When Godfather came out, we 
called him Don C. It stuck. ‘Course 
only his homies know dat.

TERRELL
Animal! Tell The Don the coast IS 
clear!

Animal steps out.  Terrell goes to the door.  Lawrence 
enters: black suit, black top coat over his shoulders, black 
fedora hat.  Terrell leads.  Animal trails behind.  Terrell 
carries a black brief case.

Lawrence walks over to the coat rack, removes his hat.  
Animal scrambles to take the hat from Lawrence.  Terrell 
hands the briefcase to Animal.  Lawrence shrugs his 
shoulders, and Terrell scrambles to neatly take the coat.  

Terrell hangs the coat on the coat rack.  Animal hangs the 
fedora hat over the coat. He sets the briefcase at the base 
of the hat track.  Lawrence walks over to Michael and Goldie, 
opens his palms, indicates, “what’s this.”

GOLDIE
I thought he’d be finished.

MOP-TOP
Not my fault, Don!

MICHAEL
Uncle Lawrence, the Don C.

Lawrence laughs, nods.

LAWRENCE
I don’t want industry spies in here 
when I’m talking. You a spy?

MICHAEL
Not me.

Spaghetti Western stand-off: Big silence, close on the eyes. 
Michael looks at Lawrence.  Lawrence looks at Terrell.  
Terrell looks at Animal.  Animal looks at Michael.  Michael 
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looks at Goldie.  Goldie looks at Mop-Top.  Mop-Top looks at 
Lawrence.  Lawrence looks at Michael.

LAWRENCE
You told your mother you weren’t 
gonna work for the family?

MICHAEL
It was the right thing to do.

LAWRENCE
It was not the right thing to do. I 
command this family, right or 
wrong. It was not what I wanted! 
Understand?

MICHAEL
Yes. 

LAWRENCE
Why don’t you stop by the office 
tomorrow and do an application?

MICHAEL
Can’t do it. Gotta find my own way.

LAWRENCE
No? Goldie, gimme a trim.

Lawrence sits in a barber chair, ready for his haircut.  
Later... Goldie finishes the cut. Takes the cover off, shakes 
the cover.  Lawrence gets up, grabs his chest.

LAWRENCE (CONT’D)
Oh, my arm.

He slumps.

GOLDIE
Mop-Top, call 911.

Mop-Top dials 911 on desk phone. Michael runs over to 
Lawrence.  Terrell and Animal hustle over.

MICHAEL
Uncle Lawrence! Help me get him to 
lie down.

Goldie and Michael lie Lawrence on the floor. Goldie gets an 
apron and folds it under Lawrence’s head.

GOLDIE
Is he breathing?
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Michael leans down to Lawrence’s face. Lawrence “moans.”

MICHAEL
Yeah. You take any meds for heart?

Lawrence shakes his head.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
You have any aspirin? You aren’t 
allergic are ya unk?

Lawrence “moans,” grabs shoulder, shakes his head. Goldie 
goes to drawer, gets aspirin bottle, hands to Michael.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Take this. Swallow or chew it.

Lawrence motions for Michael to come close. Michael leans 
down, places his ear close.

LAWRENCE
You hafta run the studio.

INT. MICHAEL’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Beauty, Mark and Michael sit on the couch.

BEAUTY
He seems to be okay. They’re 
running tests.

MARK
Whatta we gonna do, mom? Who’s 
gonna run the studio. What’s going 
to happen to my role?

MICHAEL
Who IS gonna run the company, mom?

BEAUTY
We all specialize, son.

MICHAEL
What do you mean?

BEAUTY
Kelly does line producer. Vernon 
handles locations and permits. Kate 
does legal and marketing. I handle 
accounting. Your uncle is creative 
end and executive producer.
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MARK
You can do that, mom. And I can 
keep my role, right?

BEAUTY
Too much for me. We sunk all our 
cash into In Da Cut. Kate and 
Kelly, too. If this project tanks, 
we could loose everything. It’s 
your idea and script, Michael.

MARK
Good job, bro.

BEAUTY
You need to take over.

MICHAEL
Me?

BEAUTY
Kate will help you. Baake can do 
her role. Terrell knows how to run 
on-set productions. Kelly continues 
budgeting and scheduling.

MARK
You have the education. It’s your 
script. We’ll have your back. Do it 
for me.... For everybody.

INT. SHADY STUDIOS - OFFICE - DAY

Mister Shady sits behind his desk, reads hand-written report.  
Insert: Hand-written report about Christian Films! (Begin 
Logical Day 3)

MISTER SHADY
Nice hand-written report about 
Christian Films.

Shadow Figure sits opposite Shady’s desk. Wears the usual 
coat, sunglasses, visor cap, gloves, scarf.  He nods, grunts.  
Chad enters, carrying a serving tray with coffee pot, cups 
and fixings. Sets the tray on the desk. Pours coffee.

CHAD
Anything else, Mister Shady?

MISTER SHADY
Hot women and cold beer?
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CHAD
Right away, sir.

MISTER SHADY
Chad?

CHAD
Sir?

MISTER SHADY
Joking.

Mister Shady waves his hand, Chad leaves.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
Where’s the script?

Shadow pulls a 9 X 12 envelope from the coat. Pushes it 
across the desk. Drinks.  Shady opens the envelope.  Pulls 
out the script.  Reads.  Laughs.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
This is good.

Shadow nods.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
Based on the real at-risk in the 
cut boys?

Shadow nods.  Shady looks at the front page.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
Don’t see your name getting any 
credit. Wanna get back at em?

Mister Shady smiles, chuckles. Shadow nods.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
Don’t get mad, get even.

Shadow raises his right fist.  Shady jumps up, raises his 
right hand, balls the fist.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
Power to the people!

Shady sits.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
It’s missing the ending. Get it.

Shady stands offers his hand. Shadow stands, extends gloved 
hand. They shake hands.
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INT. CHRISTIAN PRODUCTIONS - OFFICE - DAY

Posters on the walls for productions.  Vernon sits behind a 
desk, talks on a phone, hangs up.  Kate and Kelly sit behind 
desk, type on a computer keyboard.

VERNON
Hey, Kate!

KATE
Yo, What'cha need, Vern? Coffee?

VERNON
Remember Izaak Olufune, our actor 
friend from COLSAC Theater?

KATE
What about him?

VERNON
He’s called in with good news.

KATE
What good news.

Vernon gets up, walks over to Kate.

VERNON
Gonna hook us up with his lawyer 
friend who has connections to a 
coupla theater chains.

KELLY
Cool. What’s the plan?

VERNON
If he thinks we know what we’re 
doing, he’s gonna set up a meet 
with people that could invest.

KATE
Great job, that Izaak.

VERNON
They’re talking about production 
financing for our slate of films. 
In turn, we primarily use their 
theaters for U S distribution.

KATE
Sweet.

KELLY
How many screens?
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VERNON
At least fifteen hundred.  I saw an 
A-list actor’s producer was looking 
for seven and a half mil finishing 
funds on Linkedin. And they had 
1500 screens lined up.

KATE
What’s next?

VERNON
We visit the lawyer Wednesday 
evening and have an informal meet.

KATE
Great!

KELLY
Great!

KELLY (CONT’D)
Oh, man!

KATE
What’s the problem, hon?

KELLY
Problems getting scheduling 
software to load budget templates.

KATE
Thought you did that before.

KELLY
Got software upgrade and can’t get 
the budget package working.

KATE
That’s why God invented Help menu!

VERNON
They have videos for that, Kelly.  
How is that budgeting and 
scheduling software working anyway?

KELLY
When all else fails, follow 
instructions.  One package is very 
stable and elegant, but has limited 
features.

VERNON
What about the other one?

KELLY
Has great features.  Storyboard and 
shot list setup.  Actual against 

CONTINUED:
In Da Cut - Biblical Films LLC 54.

6/6/2019 



budget tracking.  But it’s kinda 
flaky, unstable.  Doesn’t have undo 
feature.

VERNON
That’s why God invented backup.

Michael walks in, all business suit.

MICHAEL
Hey, everybody!

KATE
Yo, Michael. So sorry to hear about 
your uncle.

MICHAEL
Thanks. Mom sent me over to do 
paperwork.

KATE
You gonna work with us?

MICHAEL
Lawrence asked me to take over 
before he went to the hospital.

KATE
Woohoo! Lemme get you the start 
paperwork packet. Come here.

VERNON
Welcome aboard.

KELLY
Congratulations.

She opens drawer and pulls out application packet.  Michael 
walks over to Kate’s area, sits in chair.

VERNON
Congratulations, Michael.

Kate pulls papers from a folder, one at a time, slaps them on 
the table, explaining their purpose.

KATE
Here ya go, Mike. Confidentiality 
agreement. Deal memo. Payroll. Code 
of conduct. Time card. Insurance. 
Crew info sheet. Injury prevention 
program. Safety guidelines 
acknowledgement. Travel policy. 
Standards of business conduct. 
Inventory. Rental. Call allowance 
form. Discrimination and sexual 
harassment policy. EEOC form. 
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Personal vehicle release. W-4. I-9. 
And application form. Just cause 
you’re family doesn’t mean we don’t 
make sure you’re legal!

MICHAEL
Wow! I bet moonbeam didn’t do all 
these forms, did he? Ha, ha. 

VERNON
Amen, brother.

KELLY
Everybody signs a confidentiality 
agreement. Don’t sign, don’t work.

Susie walks in.

SUSIE
Hey everybody. Beauty sent me over 
to pick up Michael. Kate, you have 
a copy of the latest script?

She walks over. Kate opens drawer, pulls out 9 X 12 envelope. 
Kate opens it, looks at the script, checks the pages.

KATE
Here’s the next pages. Lawrence 
said to dole them out only for what 
was needed for a day’s schedule.

VERNON
Smart, keep anybody from learning 
the ending. Let me see the new 
pages.

Susie brings envelope to Vernon. He looks through the script.

KATE
Take the paperwork and go with 
Susie. You gotta show me two IDs.

MICHAEL
Hey! You know who I am.

KATE
Legal is legal. I’d make my mamma 
show ID to work here. I love my 
mamma. I miss my mamma.

MICHAEL
What should I wear? Or bring? 
Terrell has me coming over to his 
house tonight.
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KATE
Can’t dress like that! You’ll get 
your nice clothes messed up.

MICHAEL
What should it be?

KATE
Something like khaki cargo pants 
with lots of pockets is helpful. 
Kelly likes to wear his military 
BDUs when he directs a project.

KELLY
Terrell and them learned plenty 
about film production from your 
uncle.

MICHAEL
I’m sure. I don’t think that’s the 
boot camp they have in mind.

VERNON
Watch out for those boot camp boys.

KATE
We’ll see you on set tomorrow. 
Dress professionally.

MICHAEL
Can I ask you something?

KATE
Women, huh?

MICHAEL
How’d you know?

KATE
Yo. What else could it be?

MICHAEL
You’re right. Terrell and his posse 
have me doing a playa boot camp. I 
don’t know? Can’t ask mom. Too 
embarrassing.

KATE
Tomorrow on set, I’ll hook you up 
with Kate’s program on how to make 
friends with a girl. Jennifer?

MICHAEL
Yeah. Thanks. You’re the best.
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Michael leaves with Susie.  Kate pats herself on the back.

KATE
Yes, I am.

EXT. CHRISTIAN PRODUCTIONS - LOCATION ONE - DAY

Baake, Jack, and Vernon are MIA.  Terrell works with Jennifer 
and Mark as they block the scene.  Kate does script 
supervisor.  Michael sits by Kate, observes. (Begin Logical 
Day 4)

MICHAEL
Where’s Jack, Vernon, and Baake?

KATE
Jack went to a prop house. Vernon 
is location scouting. Baake has car 
trouble.

Kelly directs.

MARK
Treat me gently!

Jennifer and Mark stop their blocking rehearsal. Kate takes a 
picture of the scene set-up.  Jennifer picks up her cell 
phone in her right hand.

KATE
Freeze, Jen.

Jennifer stops, turns to Kate.

KATE (CONT’D)
You were holding the phone in your 
left hand.

Jennifer switches the phone to her left hand.  Michael holds 
the script in his hand and holds a pen to take notes.

TERRELL
Final checks... Last looks... Lock 
it up... Ready to roll... Quiet on 
the set... Picture up... Lock it 
down.... Roll sound...

MARTIN
Speed.

Butch slates the scene.
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BUTCH
Scene 32, take 1.

MARTIN
Set.

SUSIE
Background action.

Background EXTRAS mill about smartly!

KELLY
Action.

Later ...

KELLY (CONT’D)
Cut.

TERRELL
Lunch! Back in one hour.

Michael sits with Kate, just the two of them having lunch.

KATE
What'ya want to know about the 
ladies?

MICHAEL
Trying to date Jennifer. I see you 
and Kelly with a loving 
relationship and best friends.

KATE
He hired me to be his prop master.

MICHAEL
Must have liked you.

KATE
Became best friends first, then 
fell in love, then got married. 
I'll give you a twelve-step 
program.

MICHAEL
Twelve-step? I'm no alkie, like 
Kerri.

KATE
Okay. Super-Duper Fourteen-step 
Make-A-Friend Program! Get out your 
notebook.
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Michael takes out a pocket note pad, takes notes.

KATE (CONT’D)
Step one. Have a life. Interests, 
hobbies, a goal.

MICHAEL
I love films. Have a great 
collection.

KATE
Two. Make an impression. Something 
unique.

MICHAEL
I have all my films in a 
spreadsheet and print-out.

KATE
Step three. Be her friend. That’s 
dangerous. Don’t wanna be BFF.

Michael nods his head.

MICHAEL
Like Chris Brander?

KATE
Just Friends, 2005. Exactly. Four. 
Speak to her. She has to know 
you're alive and interested.

MICHAEL
You and Kerri could help.

KATE
Step five. Flirt. Casual 
conversation. Brief eye contact. 
Smile.

Michael smiles at Kate.

KATE (CONT’D)
Like that. Six. Talk to her. Gotta 
listen, too. Find out what you have 
in common.

MICHAEL
I heard her and Kerri talking about 
romance movies.

KATE
Romantic Seven. Hasta be unique. 
Don't just do the usual.
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MICHAEL
You don’t want me to support the 
Valentine’s Day industry?

Kate shakes her head.

KATE
Step eight. Touchy feely. Be 
classy. Soft casual touch, maybe 
her hair. Don't be a pervert!

Michael laughs.

KATE (CONT’D)
Nine. Compliments. What you see 
different, say something nice.

MICHAEL
Kerri put new lipstick on her. 
Looks yummy.

KATE
Yo! Don't be a pervert! Step ten. 
Make the girl laugh.

Michael shrugs his shoulders.

KATE (CONT’D)
Eleven. Ask her out. Take her 
someplace you both like. Maybe 
lunch or dinner.

MICHAEL
I love dining out for dates.

KATE
Step twelve. Look good. You already 
have that wired, you handsome 
little devil.

MICHAEL
Terrell and them are teaching me 
how to dress.

KATE
Thirteen. Don't be cheap. They 
don't want Jack Benny.

MICHAEL
Jack Benny?
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KATE
Never mind. Also. Speak the King's 
English. No ghetto talk, slang, or 
Ebonics.

MICHAEL
Terrell already makes fun of me. 
Says I talk too white.

KATE
Denzel too white? Don't hear him 
trash-talking! Sidney Poitier too 
white? Don’t think so. Final big 
secret step fourteen. Sleepover!

MICHAEL
Hey! I'm not gay.

KATE
Ha, ha. Get Kerri and her Brat 
Pack, Terrell and his posse and 
have a coed sleepover. Your mom and 
I could chaperone. Do nails, 
makeover, comedy movies, bake.

MICHAEL
Sounds too girly-girly. It did look 
fun in The Hot Chick.

EXT. BANQUET HALL - PARKING LOT - NIGHT

Mark gets out of his car.  Locks the door.  Turns when he 
hears car tires screeching across the parking lot.

Kerri drives fast.  Jennifer rides shotgun.  Mark steps 
behind a tree to watch.  Kerri slides into the parking spot 
beside Mark’s car, tires screeching, hits the brakes. They 
roll down the windows.  Mark listens.

JENNIFER
Kerri! You’re a wild-child!

KERRI
Fast cars, fast men, fast life!

JENNIFER
Better slow down. That’s why you’re 
in the AA program. Fast living!

KERRI
I’d talk, if I were you. At least I 
don’t have HIV.
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Jennifer reaches over, slaps Kerri’s face.  Jennifer puts her 
hands in her face and sobs.  Kerri reaches over to hug 
Jennifer.  Jennifer shrugs her off.  Mark watches. Kerri sees 
him. They lock eyes.  He sneaks away into the Banquet Hall.

MARK
What a tramp.

KERRI
I’m sorry, Jen. I didn’t mean it. 
Honest. You know I have a short 
fuse. Jealous of you, is all.

JENNIFER
Of me? Of all people. You wouldn’t 
want to trade your at-risk behavior 
with my problem and you know it!

KERRI
Said I was sorry. I mean it. Being 
an alkie isn’t anything compared to 
what you have.

JENNIFER
Not even my fault. All those other 
babies didn’t get it from their 
mom. It isn’t fair.

KERRI
I know. Life isn’t fair. All I do 
is go to meetings and keep my 
sponsor on a short leash. Not your 
fault your mamma was a....

Jennifer puts her palm up.  Kerri shuts her mouth.  Jennifer 
smooths herself out, looks in the mirror, dabs her face with 
tissue, does her lipstick, purses her lips.

KERRI (CONT’D)
Your secret is safe with me. I 
swear. Mum’s the word. Word! Stiff 
upper lip, I say.

Jennifer gives a weak smile.

JENNIFER
Let’s boogie. No drinks, right?

KERRI
Boogie Queen, that’s me! Lawrence 
doesn’t serve booze at his parties, 
even when he wins a festival. No 
crunkin’ at his dos.
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OTHER PEOPLE walk into the Banquet Hall, get out of cars and 
trucks.  Jennifer and Kerri head for the entrance.  Frankee 
Razor music comes wafting out of the entrance.

JENNIFER
Problem is, HAART cocktails are 
suckin’ up half my income.

KERRI
At least you didn’t do sex to get 
it!

JENNIFER
No... I... Did... not. I’m still ..

Kerri puts her finger over Jennifer’s mouth. Makes a “V” with 
two fingers from both her hands.  Kerri twirls around like 
Madonna in the “Like a Virgin” video.

KERRI
Like a virgin....

Jennifer slaps Kerri on the shoulder, laughs.  TWO King Kong 
size BOUNCERS check people at the front entrance.

INT. BANQUET HALL - NIGHT

Frankee Razor stands behind a table set up to play his music.  
A turntable and a player sit on the table.  Frankee Razor 
albums, T-shirts set on top of the table.

Mama and Me T-shirts are on the table. Mama and Me and In the 
Closet posters hang on walls.  A stack of In the Closet DVDs 
and soundtrack cases sit on the table.

Miss Crazee, Chip, Mister Candy, Eli, Slim Shady and Chad 
enter. Walk to the Producer’s Lair.  Sitting in The 
Producer’s Lair: Miss Crazee, Mister Shady, Beauty, Vernon, 
Kate, and Kelly, talk, schmooze, cluster.

Michael enters.  Terrell, Animal wave, hustle over to 
Michael, shake his hand.  Michael walks over to the table.  
He shakes hands with Frankee.  Michael taps the mic.

MICHAEL
Hey, everybody. 

He waits for all to get quiet.  Everybody stops talking, 
turns toward Michael.  Some move closer to the table.
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MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Thanks for coming. Can we have a 
moment of silence for Uncle 
Lawrence, the Don?

All in the house bow their heads.  Moments later...

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
I wanna introduce our MC, Frankee 
Razor. Give it up.

Lots of CHEERS, CLAPS. Shady and Chad approach Michael.

FRANKEE
I want to thank you for showing up. 
We’re here to fund-raise and 
celebrate that Mama and Me has been 
nominated for best documentary and 
best religious film.

Lots of CHEERING, CLAPPING.  In Da Cut Boyz hang out in a 
corner: Daniel, Jamiel, Ron, Kevin, Brice and Justin.

FRANKEE (CONT’D)
Tell all your friends and neighbors 
to support Mama and Me and 
awareness about dementia and 
Alzheimer's. Thank you all for 
showing up. Here’s one of my cuts.

FRANKEE puts on another song.

MISTER SHADY
Don’t forget our business deal. 
Time to fold Christian Films into 
Shady Studios.

FRANKEE
Attention please.

FRANKEE waits for the buzz to die down.  

MICHAEL
We’re not...

During the quiet.... Jennifer and Kerri make their entrance.  
Heads swivel, eyeballs pop, sound stops, hearts beat.

FRANKEE
Our new leading lady, Jennifer 
Just, is in da house!

Jennifer waves, APPLAUSE, Michael doesn’t hear, stops mid-
sentence.  His eyes focus on Jennifer.  He starts at her 
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feet, slowly gazes up until he meets her eyes.  She looks 
straight at him -- busted!  His heart pounds. 

MICHAEL
... Ready!

RECEPTIONIST carries a clipboard of guest-list, walks to 
Jennifer and Kerri, asks who the girls are, checks the list.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Not here for that. We’re here for 
the fund-raiser. To celebrate 
Lawrence’s film festival entry and 
pray for his recovery.

CHAD
Boy, you is wack. You better do 
what Mister Shady says.

MICHAEL
What?

MISTER SHADY
Get me the script. The people. The 
studio. And you’ll be on your way 
to the biggies.

Frankee puts on a new song.  Walks over to Michael.

MICHAEL
Thanks, Frankee.

Michael and Animal head for Jennifer and Kerri.

ANIMAL
Yo, Kerri. Whazup?

He locks his arm in Kerri’s, drags her off.  Jennifer and 
Michael stand awkwardly.  He shuffles from one foot to the 
other.  She looks around him to watch Animal drag Kerri.

JENNIFER
Something?

Michael nods.

MICHAEL
I’d like to see you outside of 
work. I think we’d hit it off.

JENNIFER
I’ll think about it. Talk to you on 
the set.
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Mark comes over, grabs Michael’s arm, drags him away.

MARK
Stay away from that hootay, bro.

MICHAEL
What?

MARK
She has HIV. Must sleep around. I 
heard her and Kerri talk about it. 
Word. Looking out for ya.

They walk off together.

MICHAEL
Thanks, bro. Let’s party.

Michael turns to Jennifer, waves bye.

JENNIFER
That’s it?

Jennifer stomps over to Kerri and Animal.  She pulls Kerri 
away from Animal, drags Kerri out of the room.  Mister Shady 
walks over to Michael and his crew. Chad trails behind.

MISTER SHADY
Congratulations, Don Michael. You 
deserve it.

MICHAEL
Hear about Lawrence?

MISTER SHADY
Yes. Lucky break.

MICHAEL
Lucky break? That’s crass.

MISTER SHADY
May I have a word?

Shady grabs Michael by the arm and pulls him away.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
I’m a lot like your uncle. Don’t 
have much patience. Been weeks and 
you haven’t done jack. By the way, 
I love the script. Laughed all the 
way through it.

MICHAEL
You can’t be serious!
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MISTER SHADY
Serious as Notorious BIG and Tupac.

Michael grabs Shady by the arm.

MICHAEL
How the heck you get the script?

MISTER SHADY
Have my ways.

Michael looks around the room. Who could be the traitor?

MICHAEL
I'm not your spy?

MISTER SHADY
I have spies everywhere. How you 
think I come up with my big concept 
flicks?

Shady removes Michael’s hand from his arm. He and Chad walk 
out.  Beauty walks over to Michael.

BEAUTY
Why were you talking to that dirt-
ball?

MICHAEL
He was asking about the festival 
and Lawrence.

BEAUTY
I don’t think so. You stay away 
from the likes of him. My brother 
is trying to help you and you mix 
it up with Slim Shady?

MICHAEL
Mom...

Beauty walks over to the producer’s lair.  Terrell and Animal  
come over to Michael, laugh.

TERRELL
Strike out king!

ANIMAL
Pa-the-tic!

MICHAEL
I don’t know what happened.

ANIMAL
Course ya don’t.

JACK
Don’t know jack!
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BUTCH
Thought you was a playa.

MARTIN
Ain’t hardly geek chic.

NOAH
Got no game.

MICHAEL
Enough already!

TERRELL
Kid needs more playa boot-camp.

ANIMAL
Yeah, show ‘em how ta score.

BUTCH
Fist base! Oops, already missed.

FOX
Second base!

MARTIN
Third base!

BUTCH
Home run!

JACK
Married!

ANIMAL
Whoa! That’s more like strike out. 
You’re right. Show ‘em more.

Terrell grabs Michael by the arm.

MICHAEL
I’m desperate. I need a big job.

ANIMAL
You got a big job. Stick with us, 
you gonna be somebody big.

TERRELL
Come on innocent. Me n my posse 
gonna school ya.

Terrell’s posse trail after them, lead Michael to the 
producer’s lair.  Terrell stops in front of Beauty.

BEAUTY
Terrell. Guys. How ya doing?

TERRELL
Evenin’ peoples. Beauty, we gotta 
school yer son.

CONTINUED: (5)
In Da Cut - Biblical Films LLC 69.

6/6/2019 



BEAUTY
You going to show him on the set?

TERRELL
Puttin’ him through boot camp.

INT. MICHAEL’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Michael sits on the couch, alone in the dark, deep in 
thought. Beauty comes in and turns on a light.

MICHAEL
I asked Kate to come over. My head 
is spinning.

Kate knocks. Beauty answers. They walk to the couch.

KATE
Evening, Michael, Beauty. What’s so 
important you dragged me over here 
so late?

He stands. Motions for the ladies to sit. He paces the room.

MICHAEL
Good news or bad first?

KATE
Bad.

BEAUTY
Good.

MICHAEL
Good news. We have a traitor to 
sniff out.

BEAUTY
That’s the good news!? Wonderful.

KATE
How you gonna find out?

BEAUTY
You’ve been gone a long time and 
don’t know the boys as well as 
before you went to college.

KATE
Yo! What’s the bad? Lord, help us.

MICHAEL
I met with Shady and signed a 
contract with him. He wanted me to 
give him the In Da Cut script, but 
the slime already has it.
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KATE
The traitor is gonna want to stick 
close to you now that you’re taking 
over for the Don.

MICHAEL
Terrell and his posse have me lined 
up for two playa boot camps. I’ll 
see what I can discern from that.

BEAUTY
I think the traitor will bring up 
different scenarios about traitors 
in films. Everybody knows you like 
to play that film game.

KATE
Pretend you’re into the playa boot 
camp. Lure em in.

INT. TERRELL’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Super: “Boot Camp Number Two: Gansta Spanksta.”  Terrell 
opens a garment bag full of clothes. Butch and Animal sit 
beside Michael.  The posse sits around the room. (Begin 
Logical Day 5)

Terrell pulls out Roaring Twenties Gangster Kit: black jacket 
with heavy shoulder padding and nipped waist and matching peg-
leg pants, Black Shadow Hat, Black Gangster Shirt, Zoot Suit 
Chain, White Gangster Tie, and White Vinal Spats.

Michael takes the clothes to the kitchen.... He comes back, 
all Gangster. Michael struts across living room.

MICHAEL
You've been warned. Get ready for 
your final thrill. It's curtains, 
Dutch. The jig is up.

Michael imitates spraying bullets with machine-gun.

TERRELL
You’re a dead freaking Negro!

ANIMAL
Ain’t you all Bumpy Johnson?

BUTCH
Needs a pencil thin mustache. Make 
him look like a traitor to Dutch. 
And sun-goggles. Traitors like to 
hide their eyes.
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MICHAEL
You think I’m not Hoodlum or Cotton 
Club nuf?

BUTCH
NO!

TERRELL
NO!

TERRELL (CONT’D)
My girl Ronnie is your next date.

INT. RESTAURANT - NIGHT

Super: Second Base - “Getting inside.”  Michael drinks ice 
tea. WAITRESS brings bottle of white wine to the table. 

He wears his Roaring Twenties Gangster Kit, pencil-thin 
mustache, and goggle sunglasses.  RONNIE, 40s, slugs down a 
glass of wine.  They sit at 90-degree angle, very close.

WAITRESS
You have, ID miss?

RONNIE
Oh, thank you.

Ronnie rummages through purse.  She takes each item and plops 
it on the table: brass whistle, can of mace, couple of .38 
Caliber bullets, .38 Caliber snub-nose pistol, derringer, 
1876 Navy Colt six-shooter, Taser.

She fishes out driver’s license. Hands it to Waitress.  Puts 
the goodies back in purse.

RONNIE (CONT’D)
Girl can’t be too careful.

Waitress looks it over, checks birthday, smiles, looks at ID. 
Looks at First Date. Holds ID up, compares to Ronnie.

WAITRESS
Nice picture.

WAITRESS brings meal for Michael and Ronnie. Salmon and salad 
for Michael, steak, baked potato and green beans for Ronnie.

WAITRESS (CONT’D)
You often bring your mamma out for 
a meal, gangsta?

Waitress leaves.  Ronnie butters her bread, eats.
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MICHAEL
You like to go to the movies, 
Ronnie?

Michael cuts his salmon, eats.

RONNIE
Yea. Thanks for reminding me.

MICHAEL
Fa sho.

Ronnie moves, sits across from him with her purse on the seat 
between them. Backs the chair up.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Um..... What up?

RONNIE
Like my space when I'm at a movie.   

Waitress walks over to Michael and Ronnie.

WAITRESS
Excuse me. Aren’t you the famous 
actor that played Bumpy Johnson?  
You want my head-shot?

She plops a head-shot on the table. Poses for Michael. Leans 
over pushes her breasts up close and personal.

MICHAEL
Sorry, miss. I’m not who you think.

WAITRESS
Yeah, you’re too young and 
handsome! I’m really an actress. I 
just do this to get into character.

Waitress leaves.

MICHAEL
We’re not at a movie. You’re 
worried I'm going to try to put my 
arm around you?  Molest your 
breast? Sit next to me.

RONNIE
I'm fine here.

Waitress walks over to Michael and Ronnie.
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WAITRESS
You the crime dude? “Investigators” 
TV show? Why you all gangstered up? 
I love your TV show!

MICHAEL
No, Ma’am. You’re wrong.

WAITRESS
At least you’re nice enough to take 
your mamma out to dinner. 
Interesting wardrobe.

Waitress walks away.

MICHAEL
How’s your love life been lately?

RONNIE
Just moved in with my friend I've 
been seeing for a year.....

INT. APARTMENT RONNIE - DOOR - NIGHT

Michael follows Ronnie to the door.  He does pathetic G-walk.  
Ronnie turns, smiles, opens door.

She enters, he follows.  SLAM.  In his face, door almost 
knocks him down.  Michael stands at the door.  He tries to 
open it.  Locked.  He knocks.  KNOCKS LOUDER.  Silence.  
Michael turns, leaves, head down low.

INT. APARTMENT JENNIFER - BEDROOM - NIGHT

Jennifer sits at a computer doing research.  Kerri poses in 
front of Jennifer, holds up two outfits.

KERRI
Should I wear the oh no she didn’t 
outfit or the Good god outfit?

JENNIFER
The one on the left.

KERRI
I’ll wear the Good god one.

JENNIFER
Okay.

KERRI
What’s wrong with you?
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Jennifer cocks her head, shrugs here shoulders.

KERRI (CONT’D)
What are you doing?

JENNIFER
I’m doing some research.

KERRI
On what?

JENNIFER
Checking on new diet plans for 
myself.

Kerri shakes her head.

KERRI
Mark asked you out yet?

JENNIFER
What? ... No. Too full of himself.

KERRI
Why don’t you tell me what you 
REALLY think? When you going out 
with someone? Have some fun? 
Explore life a little? Can’t keep 
yourself locked up in the apartment 
all of the time.

JENNIFER
I’m afraid.

KERRI
Of what?

JENNIFER
You know what.

KERRI
You can’t let it win. Been fighting 
this all your life. Time you trust 
again. Can’t stop living.

JENNIFER
Look ...

KERRI
No! You look. I’ve been holding 
off. I have to get this off of my 
chest.

Jennifer lifts her hands up, shrugs her shoulders.
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KERRI (CONT’D)
I know I haven’t been the friend I 
should be. I’m not perfect. After 
mother passed I began to drink and 
party like there was no tomorrow. 
Fast cars, fast men, and fast life. 
The wild child. But, after watching 
you fight and live and take life 
seriously, it made me examine 
myself and realize I’ve been wrong.

JENNIFER
Excuse me. Did someone come in here 
and switch places with my friend, 
Kerri? No? I’m on Punk’d right now? 
Where’s Ashton Kutcher?

KERRI
I’m going to slow down. Take life a 
little bit more seriously.

JENNIFER
I don’t feel so well.

KERRI
Need me to get your medicine?

JENNIFER
No. Thanks. I can’t believe YOU are 
turning over a new leaf.

KERRI
Ha, ha, ha. Very funny!

INT. SHADY STUDIOS - OFFICE - DAY

Chad enters. Mister Shady looks up from behind his desk. 
(Begin Logical Day 6)

CHAD
He’s here, sir?

MISTER SHADY
Who?

CHAD
The Shadow.

MISTER SHADY
Show him in.
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Chad leaves, returns with Shadow Figure Baake, dressed in his 
mystery outfit. Chad leaves.  Baake takes off the hat, 
sunglasses, coat, gloves and scarf.  Sits across from Shady.

BAAKE
Chad said you were upset. What do 
you need?

Shady picks up an In Da Cut script, sets it down.

MISTER SHADY
In Da Cut. It’s missing the ending.

BAAKE
The Don has the ending in his safe. 
He was bragging about how the 
ending is like The Sixth Sense.

MISTER SHADY
What? The main character is dead? I 
don’t see that from what I read.

BAAKE
Maybe Michael knows. The Don is 
partial to him. Ain’t fair. Me and 
the boys are the original In Da Cut 
kids. It’s our story. We should be 
getting credit.

MISTER SHADY
That punk has been giving me the 
runaround. He’s yet to set a 
meeting to discuss the merge and 
getting the completed script.

BAAKE
What are you gonna do bout it?

MISTER SHADY
Do? I feel like going there and 
taking over.

BAAKE
Didn’t you get the punk to sign a 
contract for that?

Shady nods his head.

BAAKE (CONT’D)
There you go. Go over there, kick 
butt and take names. Take the whole 
joint over. I’m with you.
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INT. MICHAEL’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Michael sits on the couch, head in hands.  Grandad walks in.

GRANDAD
Hey, son. What’s the problem?

MICHAEL
I’m a strikeout king.

GRANDAD
Didn’t know you were playing ball.

MICHAEL
Not baseball, pops. Women.

GRANDAD
Oh yeah. Women. Women or woman?

MICHAEL
Both. I kinda like to date 
Jennifer.

GRANDAD
You talking bout that nice actress 
you uncle hired for In Da Cut?

MICHAEL
Yeah. I been going at her and 
striking out. Then I backed off.

GRANDAD
You weren't just trying to have sex 
with her, were you?

MICHAEL
Well...

GRANDAD
Nothing wrong with being friends. 
It’s better if you fall in love. 
Marry a friend, you have plenty in 
common than just knocking boots.

MICHAEL
Grandad!

Grandad laughs.

GRANDAD
She goes to our church. I believe 
she has the right attitude.
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MICHAEL
We’re in the same Sunday school.

GRANDAD
The faith-based thing to do would 
be to be her friend and see where 
things go from there.

MICHAEL
Heard she’s HIV positive.

GRANDAD
Got HIV as a baby, cause her mamma 
was using drugs and needles. It’s 
her big secret. I guess she’s 
afraid to bring it up. She doesn’t 
want people thinking she’s a tramp.

MICHAEL
I’m afraid to say anything.

GRANDAD
Fools don’t care about facts.

MICHAEL
I need to learn facts about it. 
Mostly you hear is rumor or gossip 
or ignorance, I guess.

GRANDAD
Oprah Winfrey took an HIV test in 
Capetown and encouraged students 
and loved ones to so the same. 

MICHAEL
I should take an HIV test?

GRANDAD
Not saying that. Just saying Oprah 
walked the walk. Anybody can be a 
Billy Bullshiner!

MICHAEL
Better watch your tongue, pops. 
Momma will take a switch to you!

GRANDAD
Old dogs learn new tricks. Never 
know what good thing you’re gonna 
learn from Oprah or Doctor Oz.
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MICHAEL
Guess you’ll want me to read 
Cosmopolitan, like Clint Eastwood 
in Heartbreak Ridge.

GRANDAD
There ya go. You get the dope from 
the movies and I get it from Oprah.

MICHAEL
Nothing wrong with that.

GRANDAD
Hit the scriptures to get the armor 
of God.

MICHAEL
What’s that, pops?

GRANDAD
The Belt of Truth, The Breastplate 
of Righteousness, The Gospel of 
Peace, The Shield of Faith, The 
Helmet of Salvation, and The Sword 
of the Spirit.

MICHAEL
Man does not live by bread alone.

GRANDAD
Amen. Nothing new under the sun. 
It’s all in the Good Book. Studying 
the Bible is like mining for gold.

MICHAEL
Gold?

GRANDAD
If you just pan or sift, you only 
get some dust. If you dig deep, 
then the more reward you gain for 
your effort.

MICHAEL
Study scripture more. Then what?

GRANDAD
Then map out a campaign. I have a 
couple of articles about how to get 
a girl to like you.

MICHAEL
Granddad!
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GRANDAD
I’m old, not dead.

MICHAEL
Me neither. I need learn more.

GRANDAD
Know this. Nowadays, people with 
HIV are living long prosperous 
lives. And having successful 
relationships with non-HIV 
partners. Anything is possible. 
Especially if you're in love.

INT. TERRELL’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Super: “Boot Camp Number Three: Safe at Last.” Michael sits 
on the couch.  Animal sits next to him.  Martin, Fox, and 
Butch watch.  Baake is MIA.

Terrell pulls Safe House Denzel Washington Kit: Silver-grey 
long sleeve button open shirt, dark T-shirt, black trousers 
and shoes with black laces, sun gasses, grey fedora hat.

TERRELL
Gonna clean you up. Like you asked.

MICHAEL
I’m rubbing off in you.  Where’s 
Baake?

FOX
Car troubles. What else?

Michael takes the clothes to the kitchen.... He comes back, 
all Safe House. Michael struts across living room.

MICHAEL
Time's a-wasting. Tick tock, tick 
tock, tick tock, tick tock.

Michael stands straight, struts across the room.

FOX
My man, you in the safe house now.

MICHAEL
You should dress more like this.

ANIMAL
Clean-cut all American boy. Them 
girlz don’t deserve you pure.
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MARTIN
Maybe. He needs a stache and goatee 
again. Maybe a little grey in it 
this time. Mature.

BUTCH
You ready for the British Invasion?

FOX
Susie Q.

INT. APARTMENT SUSIE - HALLWAY - NIGHT

Super: “Third Base - Swap Spit With Susie.”

Michael follows Susie to the door.  She wears long fake red 
dreadlocks and a blue headdress, pink and blue blouse and 
mini-skirt, multi-colored knee-high socks.

Michael wears his Safe House Denzel Washington Kit. Has fake 
mustache and goatee with some grey.

MICHAEL
This was my best date ever, Susie.

SUSIE
Thank you, mate. Thought you were a 
little too Joe Bloggs. Follow me.

She turns and smiles, opens the door, enters.  Michael waits.  
She smiles, motions him to enter, he follows.

INT. APARTMENT SUSIE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

She sits on the couch.  He sits on the couch.  Silence.  He 
moves closer, leans in for a kiss.  Susie looks at him.  He 
looks at her.

SUSIE
You like Slits?

MICHAEL
That’s not appropriate conversation 
for a first date, is it?

SUSIE
The Slits?

He nods.
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SUSIE (CONT’D)
Best British bird punk band ever! 
Go ahead.

Michael smiles big, leans in for the kiss. She stops him.

SUSIE (CONT’D)
Anchors. It’s down the hall.

MICHAEL
What?

SUSIE
The loo.

MICHAEL
I’m good.

SUSIE
I thought you had to slash.

He shrugs, doesn’t understand.

SUSIE (CONT’D)
Go to the lavatory.

Michael shakes his head.  She stands.

SUSIE (CONT’D)
I’m knackered. Clear off.

MICHAEL
What?

SUSIE
Bugger off.

MICHAEL
Let myself out?

SUSIE
You a cabbage? I’m no scrubber. 
We’re not doing a good-night snog 
or Bo-Peep, if that’s what you 
think. This is no dosshouse. Be a 
duck. Sling your hook.

She waves him off.  Michael stands, walks to the door, does 
clumsy G-walk.  He stops, turns.  She waves a hand.  Michael 
opens the door, exits, head down low.  Closes the door.
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INT. APARTMENT SUSIE - HALLWAY - NIGHT

Michael stands, looks back to the door.  He turns, head down 
low, walks down the hall.

EXT. CHRISTIAN PRODUCTIONS - LOCATION ONE - DAY

The full crew is in the house except Baake: Terrell’s posse 
and Kerri’s Brat Pack. Kerri touches up make-up on Jennifer.  
Jennifer studies her script. (Begin Logical Day 7)

Michael watches Jennifer closely.  Kate walks up to Jennifer.  
They discuss last scene and next shot.  Animal walks up to 
Michael, watches him stare at Jennifer.

ANIMAL
I know, dawg. She fine, huh?

MICHAEL
Animal!

ANIMAL
Why don’t you talk to her?

MICHAEL
She makes me nervous.

Kelly sits in a director’s chair, looks over script.  Terrell 
wrangles crew and equipment set-up.  Susie wrangles 
background actors.  In Da Cut Boyz crew the shoot: Daniel, 
Jamiel, Ron, Kevin, Brice, and Justin.

ANIMAL
You can do this.

MICHAEL
How can I talk to her when I can’t 
even look her in the eye? My mouth 
all dry and I got the bubble guts.

Chloe checks a rack of wardrobe for Jennifer.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
She hates me. She YELLED at me.

ANIMAL
Come on. You went to college, 
educated yourself, and can’t even 
face this girl?

MICHAEL
Man, I don’t know...
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ANIMAL
Listen to me. You were the first 
person I knew who said they had a 
dream of being somebody. You went 
off to college and come back better 
than you left. YOU did it.

MICHAEL
Listen...

ANIMAL
No. I’ve been wanting to say this 
ever since you came back. I envy.

MICHAEL 
What?

ANIMAL
Seriously. You’re my role model. 
Proud to know you. While you were 
away I felt lost. Wanted to better 
myself. I’m not college material. 
So, I poured all my energy into 
Christian Productions trying to be 
like you. You CAN do this. She 
could be the girl of your dreams. 
Forget all of that boot camp crap. 
And those tired pick up lines. Be 
yourself. Walk up to her and say 
hello. Speak from the heart. Speak 
the truth, be you, dawg.

Michael nods.

ANIMAL (CONT’D)
You sure?

MICHAEL
Yeah!

ANIMAL
Breath check?

Michael blows his breath into his hands.

MICHAEL
Got a breath mint?

Animal reaches in his pocket, opens pack, hands one over.

ANIMAL
Here you go.

Michael pops the mint into his mouth, sucks in air.
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ANIMAL (CONT’D)
You good?

Michael nods.

ANIMAL (CONT’D)
Mount up, dawg. (Howls like a dog)

MICHAEL
I can do it!

Michael walks over to Kate, Kerri, and Jennifer.  Kerri gets 
up from her chair.

KERRI
Jen. I left Bobbie-pins and brush 
in my party-girl makeup case.

Kerri leaves.  Jennifer looks up.

MICHAEL
Hey, Kate.

KATE
What’s up, Mike?

MICHAEL
Can you excuse us?

KATE
No Problem. We’ll talk later?

JENNIFER
Okay. See you later.

MICHAEL
Hey, Jen. I want to say you were 
great in that last shot.

JENNIFER
Thanks for noticing.

MICHAEL
Sorry, I’m just so nervous.

JENNIFER
It’s okay. Nothing to be nervous 
about.

MICHAEL
When I first saw you I couldn’t 
take my eyes off of you. You were 
like  heaven sent.
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JENNIFER
Okay. Stop it. I’m sorry. Come on, 
Michael.

MICHAEL
What I meant to say was, I think 
you’re the most beautiful woman 
I’ve ever seen.

JENNIFER
Um, wow. Thank you.

MICHAEL
I never expected this to happen.

JENNIFER
What?

MICHAEL
Meeting you. I had a plan and 
focus. Never thought I’d meet 
someone who would make me forget 
everything around me. Never thought 
in a million years I’d ever meet 
someone who makes me so nervous, 
makes my heart sink when I see 
them. That’s the way I feel when 
I’m around you.

JENNIFER
Awww. I’m flattered. I don’t know 
what to say.

MICHAEL
You don’t have to say anything. I 
just wanted you to know why I act 
so strange when I’m around you.

JENNIFER
It’s okay.

MICHAEL
Will you go out with me? Sorry. 
Didn’t mean to come on too strong. 
I...

JENNIFER
I don’t think It would be such a 
good idea if...

MICHAEL
Before you say no. I just ask that 
you give me a chance to show I’m 
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not like all the Hollywood types. I 
truly am a nice guy.

JENNIFER 
Okay. You know what? If this is the 
real you and not some person from 
Playas boot camp. Then, of course, 
I’ll go out with you.

She puts her hand up, like a “phone call” signal.

JENNIFER (CONT’D)
Call me.

Jennifer walks off.  Animal pumps his fist, give Michael 
“thumbs up.”  Michael turns, struts to Animal.

ANIMAL
That’s my Boy!!!

BEGIN MONTAGE

Michael and Jennifer walk in a park.  They have a picnic 
together.  They eat in a restaurant.

END MONTAGE

INT. MICHAEL’S HOUSE  GRANDAD’S STUDY - DAY

Michael knocks on the door.

GRANDAD
Come in.

MICHAEL
It’s me, Pops.

GRANDAD
Come in, son.

Michael enters and closes the door.  Lots of books. Grandad 
stands behind a chair, reads the bible, open to Proverbs.

MICHAEL
I wanted to ask about HIV, Pops.

GRANDAD
Ninety percent of HIV infections in 
children today are the result of 
mother-to-child transmission.

MICHAEL
Common, huh?
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Grandad nods his head.

GRANDAD
We have many at-risk kids because 
African-American adults are not 
holding up their end.

MICHAEL
I see mamma and Uncle Lawrence 
holding up their end.

GRANDAD
We need to take control of our 
children and communities. That’s 
what your mamma and Lawrence do.

MICHAEL
I want to date Jennifer. I’m afraid 
to kiss her.

GRANDAD
HIV is transmitted primarily via 
unprotected sex and needles. 
Kissing won’t infect you.

MICHAEL
She being punished by God?

GRANDAD
Is it a judgment of God?

MICHAEL
Cause and effect judgment?

GRANDAD
Paul says, "Whatever a man sows, 
this he will also reap".

MICHAEL
Wasn’t her fault.

Grandad nods his head.

GRANDAD
In John, a woman is caught in 
adultery.  Jesus was the only one 
who COULD throw a stone at her. But 
HE DID NOT. He said “sin no more!”

MICHAEL
Jesus touched the leper. What can 
Christians do, Pops?
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GRANDAD
Show compassion. If you misjudged 
people with HIV, you owe it to ask 
forgiveness from those you've hurt 
and from God. Christians can be HIV-
positive!

Michael lifts his head to the Heavens.

MICHAEL
God, please forgive me.

GRANDAD
We're Christians because as sinners 
we're able to go to Christ in 
confession through prayer. Just 
like Lawrence showed us with his In 
the Closet film.

MICHAEL
If God can forgive, so can I. Even 
if it’s not her fault.

GRANDAD
We - me - you - have responsibility 
to take care of brothers and 
sisters. The at-risk, neglected, 
afflicted, lost, homeless, pained, 
people who have HIV.

MICHAEL
The more you talk, the more I see 
what mamma and Lawrence are trying 
to do. But I’m tired of everybody 
trying to run my life.

GRANDAD
Son, we need to reach out to those 
at-risk with the love of Christ!

MICHAEL
You mean my boyz? Terrell and his 
posse?

Grandad nods.

GRANDAD
They’re surrounded by negative 
influence. You should provide 
whatever positive influence you’re 
capable of.

Michael nods.
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EXT. CHRISTIAN PRODUCTIONS - LOCATION ONE - DAY

The full crew is in the house: posse and Brats. Kerri does 
make-up on Jennifer.  Jennifer studies her script. (Begin 
Logical Day 8)

MICHAEL
Okay everybody, the martini shot is 
coming up. Let’s make it count.

Kelly sits in a director’s chair, looks over a script.  
Michael walks over to Jennifer.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
That was brave of you at church.

JENNIFER
I’m tired of having the secret. 
People have to know.

MICHAEL
I asked Kate for help on how to 
date. Gave me a fourteen-step plan.

JENNIFER
Wow. What’s the last step?

MICHAEL
Sleepover with you and our friends.

JENNIFER
Ha, ha.

In Da Cut Boyz crew the shoot: Daniel, Jamiel, Ron, Kevin, 
Brice, and Justin.

MICHAEL
Sounds girly, huh?

JENNIFER
Actually, sounds fun.

MICHAEL
I asked my homies, Terrell and his 
posse to show me how to dress and 
talk and take a girl on a date.

JENNIFER
Saw all that. Very sad.

MICHAEL
What a flop.
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JENNIFER
You could just be yourself.

KELLY
Michael. Could you be the stand-in 
for Mark in this scene? He got 
caught in traffic.

MICHAEL
Okay with you, Jennifer?

JENNIFER
I just work here. You’re the Don.

MICHAEL
Sure.

KELLY
You read the script?

MICHAEL
Yes, sir. I know this scene well. 
Can I improvise?

KELLY
Long as you do the scripted lines 
first.

TERRELL
Places. Rehearsal up.

KELLY
Action.

Jennifer walks to Michael. She takes his hands in hers.  
Michael caresses her face.

JENNIFER
Oh, that feels good.

Michael strokes her cheek and neck.

MICHAEL
How’s that.

JENNIFER
Lovely. Never been touched like 
that before.

MICHAEL
You mean, does that mean you‘re 
a... 
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JENNIFER
What? A virgin? Yeah. Are you?

MICHAEL
Kinda.

JENNIFER
Kinda? It’s binary. You are or 
you’re not. Kinda doesn’t cut it.

MICHAEL
Long story short. In college, I was 
in my room making out with this 
girl and I fell asleep. Woke up 
next morning in my room alone. 
Maybe I dreamed it. So, no. I mean, 
yes. I’m still a virgin.

JENNIFER
TMI. Too much information.

MICHAEL
You can’t tell anybody.

JENNIFER
You’re so cute.

MICHAEL
That’s what all the girls say.

He leans in to kiss her. She moves in and kisses him. They 
barely kiss, a light peck. She pulls back.

KELLY
Cut! You never kissed anybody 
before? I wanna see a kiss. Pick it 
up from “You’re so cute.” Action.

JENNIFER
You’re so cute.

MICHAEL
That’s what all the girls say.

He leans in to kiss her. She moves in and kisses him. They 
kiss. She puts her arms on his back. He pulls her in close. 
She reluctantly pulls back.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
What is it?

JENNIFER
How long have we been seeing each 
other?
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MICHAEL
Close to six months. 

She takes his hands, steps back, distance between them.

JENNIFER
Too soon.

MICHAEL
It is? It is. I agree. We’re not 
even married.

JENNIFER
Married? Yeah. Right. We’re not 
married.

Silence. 

MICHAEL
I should go. 

JENNIFER
Okay.

Michael stands, shuffles his feet, embarrassed.

MICHAEL
Call you later. 

Jennifer cries.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
I’m so sorry. Um, you don’t need to 
let me out.

Mark shows up.

KELLY
Cut! Get Mark in here and let’s 
shoot the martini shot.

MARK
Let’s do this scene! I’m ready. You 
ready?

Later...

TERRELL
That’s a wrap. Wrap party at the 
Banquet House.

Shady storms onto set, followed by Chad.
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MISTER SHADY
Wrap, crap! Stop this production!

Shady stomps toward Michael.  Terrell steps in.  Shady pushes 
him away, gets in Michael’s face, waves paperwork.

MISTER SHADY (CONT’D)
We have a signed contract. You work 
for me and all Christian Films’ 
materials and projects are now 
property of Shady Studios. Says so 
right here!

MICHAEL
You can’t.

MISTER SHADY
I can and I will. I have Baake and 
Fox already signed up. Who you 
think has been feeding me the 
stuff?

Baake walks over.

BAAKE
Yeah. I’m tired of you getting all 
the credit for us original in da 
cut boyz. You just a wannabe. You 
wouldn’t know livin’ at-risk if it 
fell on ya.

FOX
Yeah. We’re taking over this joint 
and working for Slim. If ya all 
knows what good, so will you.

Lawrence steps onto the set.

LAWRENCE
Hold the phone, people.

Crowd murmurs. “Holy cow.” “He’s okay.”

LAWRENCE (CONT’D)
Me and Betty White sure know how to 
fake a heart attack. This way 
Michael could take over and we 
could smoke out any traitors.

MICHAEL
The Proposal, 2009.
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BEAUTY
We knew if everybody thought the 
Don was out of the picture, the 
vultures would come in.

Lawrence walks over to Shady. Grabs the paperwork.

LAWRENCE
Michael is just acting head. I 
never officially turned the company 
over to him.

Lawrence tears the contract papers.

LAWRENCE (CONT’D)
Any contract or business deals 
Michael made on behalf of Christian 
Films are not legally binding.

SECURITY GUARDS comes over.

LAWRENCE (CONT’D)
Escort Mister Shady off the 
premises. Take Baake and Fox.

Baake kneels before the Don.

BAAKE
Don, please. Keep me for old times 
sake. You practically raised us in 
da cuts boys like we was your own. 
I don’t deserve this.

Lawrence stares at Baake.

LAWRENCE
Deserves got nothing to do with it. 
Get up. Go out like a man.

MICHAEL
Unforgiven, 1992.

Terrell and Animal escort Baake and Fox out, both kicking and 
screaming.

LAWRENCE
You heard Kelly. That’s a wrap. See 
you at the party.

INT. BANQUET HALL - NIGHT

FRANKEE stands behind a table set up to play his music.  He 
plays music from one of his cuts.  
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Sitting in The Producer’s Lair: Lawrence, Beauty, Vernon, 
Kate, Kelly talk, schmooze, cluster.  Michael, Terrell, 
Animal and In Da Cut Boyz hang out in a corner: Daniel, 
Jamiel, Ron, Kevin, Brice and Justin.

Jennifer, Kerri, and the Brat Pack stand in another corner, 
talking.  OTHER CAST AND CREW huddle and mingle, soft drinks 
and snacks in hand.  Michael walks over to the producer’s 
lair, stands in front of Lawrence.

MICHAEL
Uncle Lawrence, can we talk in 
private?

LAWRENCE
We’re having a party. Ya wanna 
talk, say it here.

Dead Silence in the room.  All eyes on Michael and Lawrence.

MICHAEL
I appreciate you and mom hiring me. 
But I want to work for a big 
company, not this little outfit. I 
want to make big money and live the 
American Dream.

LAWRENCE
Look around. You are living the 
American Dream. You live with nice 
people, you’re making decent money.

MICHAEL
Look at the people you have.

LAWRENCE
They’re not good nuf for you? Too 
street-level? These kids are 
learning a trade. Maybe they don’t 
have your education and elocution. 
That make em bad people?

MICHAEL
No, but...

LAWRENCE
You need to stop using other people 
in order to rise to the top. You 
wanna be like Baake and Fox?

MICHAEL
No. You and grandad and mom need to 
learn to stop forcing other people 
how you want them to live.
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LAWRENCE
People have to follow the rules.

MICHAEL
I want a family life that 
emphasizes freedom and spontaneity.

LAWRENCE
That’s what we do every day we make 
films. We’re blessed with freedom 
and spontaneity. Just like the 
scene you did with Jennifer.

MICHAEL
I'm just trying to make it big.

LAWRENCE
You are big. Look at these faces. 
They’re happy because we do 
wholesome work. Because we eke out 
a decent living.

MICHAEL
My family needs to learn to let 
people live their own life and make 
mistakes every once in a while.

LAWRENCE
You been doing plenty of that. All 
you want is equality, fun, and 
freedom. Life isn’t all that.

MICHAEL
All you want is control, role 
playing and security.

Beauty stands, takes Michael by the arm and pulls him away.

BEAUTY
Okay. Give it a rest. Lord! Go talk 
to Jennifer. I think you two have 
something in common.

MICHAEL
But, mom....

BEAUTY
Shush. Go!

She takes him by the arm, leads him to Jennifer and Brats.

BEAUTY (CONT’D)
Ahem. Hey, Jen. Nice work. I think 
my son wants to talk to you.
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Jennifer smiles.

MICHAEL
Jennifer, I’ve been a fool. I’m so 
sorry for how I’ve been treating 
you. And the other girls, too.

JENNIFER
Does that mean you forgive me for 
being so stuck-up?

MICHAEL
Yes. Does that mean you forgive me 
for being such a jerk?

JENNIFER
Yea-ah.

They stare into each others eyes.  Everybody in the room 
watches.  They slowly lean in for a kiss.

JENNIFER (CONT’D)
Michael?

MICHAEL
Yeah?

JENNIFER
You know everyone’s watching?

Michael and Jennifer turn to see the crowd stare at them. 
Michael can see his buddies in the back giving him thumbs up 
and fist-bumps. Michael turns back around to Jennifer.

MICHAEL
Great. Then they’re really going to 
love watching this.

Michael grabs her waist with one hand, leans her over a 
little, leans in for The Big Kiss, which lasts way too long! 
Lots of CLAPPING, CHEERING, HOLLERING, WHISTLES.  They 
finally break the kiss off, hold hands.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Jennifer, I never expected to meet 
someone like you... but I did. And 
I never expected someone like you 
to want to be with someone like 
me... but you do.

JENNIFER
Good. Can you go make up with your 
uncle now?
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She leads him to the producer’s lair.  Lawrence stands.

LAWRENCE
I’m sorry, Michael. You’re 
right.

MICHAEL
I’m sorry, Uncle Lawrence. 
You’re right.

LAWRENCE
I know one day you’ll make a great 
studio head. In the meantime, you 
should let us train you.

MICHAEL
I learned this company is as viable 
as any out there in La-La land.

LAWRENCE
And?

MICHAEL
I’m willing to sit at the Don’s 
feet and learn to make the company 
even bigger.

Beauty stands. Michael and Lawrence shake hands. Beauty puts 
her arms around Michael and Lawrence.

BEAUTY
Both my men are right!

Jennifer walks over to join the group hug.  The sound of 
happiness fills the room with chatter.  People pair off: 
Kerri and Animal. Kate and Kelly.  Etc., Etc., Etc.

FADE OUT

THE END
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